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OBSERVATIONS, 


THE  motives  which  have  induced  m(^  to 
offer  the  following  pages  to  the  public  pro- 
reed  from  an  anxiety  not.  to  permit  th(^.  op- 
portunity now  given,  tor  considering  tlic 
Iloman  Catholic  Petition,  pass  without  re- 
cording my  sentiments  on  tlie  subject ;  and, 
being  aware  of  the  superior  claims  to 
attention,  from  their  ability  and  conse- 
quence, of  many,  who  will  probably  discuss 
the  measure  in  pai'liament,  1  have  adopted 
this  mode  of  canvassing  the  (piesiion, 
which  I  propose  to  consider,  with  reference 
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4  onsr.KVATioxs  on  the 

rirst,  to  the    Nature  of  a    Church-Ehta- 

bli>liiii(  i.t. 

Sctoncily,  to  tlit  true  Character  of  Tole- 
ration. 

Thii-clly,  (o  dilTerent  Act^  of  Parliament, 
;nul  till'  Coronalii)n-oath. 

rouithlv,  io  the  Character  of  the  Roman 
Ciitliuhc  lul.'j;i()n  ilscif,  and  how  far  it  may 
liave  unrlerL!;oiir  any  alteration. 

Fifthly,  tc,  the  grounds  aliened  in  favour 
of  further  Concessions  to  tlie  iloman  Catho- 
lics. 

Sixthly,  to  any  probable  good  effect 
to  be  expected,  on  the  whole,  frt)m  such 
Concessions. 

First,  as  to  the  nature  of  u  church-esta- 
blishment, and  the  means  of  its  preserva- 
tion. 

A  church-establishment   is    intended    for 

the  benefit  of  the  state,  by  preserving,  and 
providing  for  the  public  exercise  of,  what  is 
considered  as  the  most  sound  religion.  Its 
importance,  in  a  social  point  of  view,  ariscb 
from  the  necessity  that  a  sense  of  religion 
should  be  impressed  on  the  minds  and  con- 
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seienees  of  the  people;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
high  ad  vantage  resulting  iVoin  tlie  general 
aekno\\ledg(Miient  of  a  eonsistont  rule  of 
eonduet,  springing  Iroin  motives  tlie  most 
pure  andellicaeious. 

Such  being  the  importaiice,  and  indeed 
the  neeessity,  of  an  established  religion,  the 
question  naturally  presents  itself,  how  is  a 
religion  to  Ur  seeurely  established  ?  Do 
j)rivileges  conferred  on  its  elergv,  and  sti- 
pends  for  the  performance  of  their  sacred 
duty,  aiford  it  security  ?  If  indeed  it  could 
be  certain  that  those  in  authority  woukl  be 
always  conscientiously  and  zealously  at- 
tached to  its  cause,  nothing  more  would  be 
necessary  ;  but,  as  it  would  be  absurd  to 
expect  such  attachment  from  tiiose  who  are 
not  in  its  communion,  then;  exists  an  obvi- 
ous danger,  that  persons  of  this  description 
would  employ  their  |)ower  and  intluence 
against  the  establishment.  The  onlyelfect- 
ual  way,  therefore,  of  affording  security  to 
an  established  church  is,  to  restrict  to  its 
members  the  possession  of  that  power, 
which,  if  placed  in  other  hands,  would  en- 
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dtiw^cr  it.     'riu'irfun'  it  is  rcMiuircd,  in  tliis 
country,  that  not  only    tlic    sovciTi«j;n,  hiU 
all  p(M-sons  appointed  tooflioi's  of  power  and 
trust  in  the  state,  shouhl  bcol'tlie  estal)Usli. 
t(l  religion.     This  is  the  true  ol)ject  of  the 
Test-laws,  which  recpiire,  on  the  i)art  ot'such 
persons,    an    actual    communion    with    tho 
national  church,  by    takinp;  liie  sacrament 
of  the  r^ord's  supper  ac('ordini!;  to  its    rit(>s. 
'I'his  (-(M-eniony,    however,  it  shouh'   he  re- 
memherecl,  is   reipiired,  not    as    itself  con- 
stituting a  (pialilication  f(»r  ollice,  as  some 
persons  have  erroneously  conceived,  but  n^ 
furnishiuL';  a  i)roof,  or  lest,  that  the  persons 
^o     c<'lel)rating    that     holy    ordinance    arc 
members  of  the  establishment,  on  the  pre- 
>r,mption  that  none  but  its  members  would 
communicate  with  it.     It  follows,  from  what 
has  been  said,  that  laws,  establishing  a  test 
of  some  kind  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  per- 
sons   appointed    to   office  are   memb(Ts  of 
the  established  cliurch,    are  e>s(Mitial  to  tho 
security  of  an  ecclesiastical  establishment, 
lint  to  m-ake  that  security    com])lete,  it  is 
phiin,  tluU  those  laws   mu^t  themselves  he 
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seeurc;  and  it  sliould  secni  tliat  no  true  no- 
tion can  be  formed  with  regard  to  sueh  se- 
curity than  that,  in  respect  of  makinjr  and 
altering  laws,  the  establisliment  sliould  iiave 
as  n)uch  weight  as  is  necessary  for  its  main- 
tcnancc.  In  a  word,  w);at  is  iiere  insisted 
on  is  this,  that  a  church  is  not  to  he  cutisidcrcd 
us  established  merely  from  the  circumstance 
of  stipends  being  given  to  its  clergy,  but 
from  authority,  influence,  and  laws,  guard- 
ing its  ascendancy. 

We  are  now  to  consider  the  true  charac- 
ter of  toleration.  Toleration  means  no 
more  than  a  permission  io  every  individual 
to  adhere  to  that  faith  and  form  of  worship 
which  are  most  agreeable  to  tl.e  dictates 
of  his  conscience. 

Toleration  is  opposed  to  persecution  ;  and, 
as  the  former  consists  in  an  unrestrained 
liberty  of  conscience  and  of  worship,  the 
latter  cannot  be  said  to  exist,  unless,  by 
means  affecting  either  the  person  or  the 
property  of  an  individual,  some  restraint  be 
imposed  upon  that  liberty.  Where  there  is 
no  such  restraint,  perfect  toleration  may  bo 
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said   to  exist.     'I'hrrr    can  therefore  be  no 
question  as  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  toh^ra- 
tion,  as  well  by  thc^   Ronuinists  as  by  every 
other    ehiss    of    Dissenters    in   tlic    Biitisli 
islands.      The    cjuestion   then    with    regard 
to     restraints    or     disabilities    is,    whether 
too  many  exist,  and   whether  good  is  not 
on     tlic    wiiolc    the    result.       'I'hat    ques- 
tioii  must  depend    on    the  necessity  of  the 
restraints    towards   securing  what    is  more 
advantaaeous   to  the   community  than  the 
restraints  arc   disadvantai^eous   to  those  al- 
fected   by    them,    which  brings     back    the 
subject  to  what     is  (-^sential   to    the  sccii- 
ritv    of    a    clnirrh-cstablishment.        If  the 
restraints  go  farther  than  to  secure  it  from 
probable  ha/ard,   they  extend  too  far;    but 
can  any   one  doubt,  if   the  enemies   of  an 
establishment  seek   to   be  admitted  to   the 
power   of   altering   those    laws    which    arc 
its    security  (indeed    ahno^'l  the   cstal.dish- 
'ment  itselt),  whether  those  who  would  pre- 
serve the  existing  order  oi'  things  are  bound 
to  resist  the  demand  ? 

Tt   cannot    be    n'.canl,    lliat   stipends    to 
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lat   stipends   t<> 


ministers  of  religion,  paid  by  the  pid)lic, 
are  necessary  to  toleration  ;  because  tluiL 
does  not  exist  in  the  case  of  any  of  the 
dissenters  from  the  church,  nor  in  that 
of  the  episcopal  communion  in  Scotland  ; 
and  the  guarded  care  which  was  taken,  on 
a  late  aj)plication  in  this  country  on  be- 
half of  the  clergy  of  that  conininnion,  not 
to  dissfust  the  established  church  in  Scot- 
hind,  by  aflbrding  any  other  than  private 
assistance  to  the  tolerated  church,  is  a  strong 
argument  for  my  present  position.  The  mat- 
ter of  policy,  with  respect  to  any  such 
allowance  of  stipends,  is  0,  very  ditlerent 
question.  In  the  case  of  the  Dissenters  in 
b-ehind  it  has  been  allowed,  and  no  doubt 
i)ecause  they  were  deemed  friendly  to 
the  union  with  England,  and  to  the  con- 
stitution in  church  and  state  ;  the  allow- 
ance also  for  the  education  at  home  of 
the  Irish  Romanists  results  from  policy 
merely ;  l)ut  these  and  any  other  acci- 
dental cases  which  may  be  cited  are  only 
deviations  from  the  broad  rule  and  prin- 
ciple, for    peculiar  reasons  not  affecting  its 
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general  ap]>Iication  ;  toleration  may  be  con- 
siderrd  as  aright,  generalhi  apcaking ;  but, 
suppovjinn;  any  religion  should  contain  doc- 
trines, which,  if  reduced  to  practice,  would 
be  hostile  to  the  state  and  the  interests  of 
society,  it  can  not  be  doujjted  that  to 
such  a  religion  toleration  would  not  or 
ought  to  be  extended.  The  tolerant  dis- 
position, however,  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land is  warmly  proclaimed  by  even  its 
'Mirmies  ;  *  and  it  is  worthy  serious  consi- 

*  Sec  "  A  sermon  pioaclied  on  the  4th  of  November, 
17SS,   before  the  society  for  coininemorating  the  glo- 

'*  rioiis  revohition,  by  Andrew  Kippis,  D.  1>.  See." 
"   It  is  pennitied  us  to  thiiii<,  to  judge,  to  act,  for  oiir- 

"  selves  ;  it  is  permitted  us  to  seurrh  the  sacred  reeordi 
with  freedom,  and  to  follow  the  instructions  we  derive 

'•  from  them;  and  every  other  advantage  is  enjoyed  by 

"   us  in  the  wav  lo  supreme  fehcitv.  "     J'a.rc  3(3 

"   When   every  (l<'duetion    is    made,    I  ask,    in   wlitit 

"  period  we  should  rather  have  chosen  to  live  than  in 
that  which  hath  suecieded  the  revolution  ?  In  what 
period  couki  we  have  enjoyed  superior  advantages  of 
a  personal,  domestic,  social,  hterary,  philosophical, 
and  religious,  nature?  The  times  of  Alfred  and  the 
Saxon  monarchs  were  limes  ot'  darkiu-:'^  and  confusion. 
In  the  victorious  ^lays  of  Edward  111.  and  Henry  V. 
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deration,  whether  any  sound  advoeate   for 
true   toleration  would    endanger   that   ini- 

"  Ignorance  and  popery  prevailed  ;  the  land  was  uncivi- 
"  lized  ;  and  the  common  peoj)lc  were  little  better  than 
'*'  slaves  to  the  barons.  Queen  Elizabeth  was,  undoubt- 
"  edly,  one  of  the  greatest  princesses  that  ever  existed. 
•'  She  governed  the  realm  with  wisdom  and  courage, 
"  protected  the  Protestant  interest  abroad,  raised  th« 
"  honour  and  credit  of  the  nation,  advanced  trade, 
"  and  caused  the  kingdom  to  flourish.  15ut  yet  these 
"  were  only  the  beginnings  of  improvement.  At  the 
same  time,  she  was  often  arbitrary  in  the  management 
"  of  affair.^,  and  her  treatment  of  parliaments.  There 
"  were  dangerous  factions  at  home  ;  persecutions  for 
"  conscience  sake  were  not  laid  aside  ;  and  the  followers 
"  of  Esse.x  were  prosecuted  with  a  rigour,  which,  to  a 
"  Billder  age,  appears  to  be  unaccountable.  Learning, 
"  indeed,  was  cultivated,  but  the  noblest  subjects  of 
"  knowledge,  religion  und  liberty,  were,  comparatively, 
"  but  little  understood.  On  the  whole,  then,  we  shall 
"  with  pleasure  adhere  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Ilurne, 
"  who,  in  speaking  of  the  a;ra  which  has  been  subse- 
"  quent  to  the  revolution,  hath  made  use  of  the  follow- 
"  iug  language.  '  So  long  and  so  glorious  a  period  no 
'  nation  almost  can  boast  of;  nor  is  there  another  iii- 
'  stance  in  the  whole  history  of  mankind,  that  so  manr 
'  millions  of  people  have,  during  such  a  space  of  time, 
'  been  held  together  in  a  manner  so  free,  so  rational,  and 
'  so  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  liuman  nuture.'" 
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poitant  ol)j(Tt,  hv  l(  s:?cnin<;  the  securitv 
ol'  a  cliinx-li,  which  so  essentially  clicrislics 
that  spirit  um\  ))rinciplc;  and,  iC  randidiv 
considered,  it  uoidd  surely  appear,  tliat, 
wlien  the  ei\il  and  religious  liberty  Avhidi 
is  now  enjoyed  tinouohout  this  empire  is 
advcrtetl  to,  and,  what  alone  can  give 
any  liopes  of  either  being  perpetuated, 
that  ndigion  is  a  vital  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution and  tiie  laws,  lie  must  \w.  hardy 
indeed  who  would  risk  liie  blessings  which 
are  enjoyed  for  an  amendment  nhieh  at 
best  is  ]ir()l)Iematieal. 

rni",  NKXT  roixr  j'oi?  consideij atio\ 
IS,  WHAT    ])irir,Hr,\T    acts    or    paklia- 

TMENT  HAVE  DECLARED  OX  THIS  S  L  B- 
JECT,    AXD     niE     NATUHE     OE    THE    COFtO- 

XATiox-OATH.  Tlic  (lifiercnt  acts  of  parli- 
ament alluded  to  arc  the  13th,  2jth,  and 
SUth,  Cha.  II.  the  acts  of  uniformity  of 
FAiz.  and  Chas.  II.  the  1st  of  W.  and  M. 
and  6th  Anne,  e.  8. 

The  loth  of  Ciiarlcs  II.  requires  the  sa- 
crament to  be  taken  before  admission  to 
otiiccs;  the  i^/jlh  excludes  I>;>.entcrs  from 
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corporations;  the  ,'JOtlj  excludes  Romanists 
iVom  parliament  and  otHces  of  tru^t ;  and 
iho  ofli  of  (x>iie(Mj  Anne,  btiiio-  (;n  t'lc  union 
of  Kngland  ami  Scothnul,  (>stal)lish(  s  the 
respective  churcii(  s  in  each  as  t'undamcn- 
tid  points  oi"  tlie  union,  and  deehirt-s  liie 
laws,  then  in  i\)vcv  for  the  preservation  of 
the  chur(di,  lo  he  iinnnitahle:  to  the  prin- 
ciples therefore  dedueibic  \\\>\u  these  laws, 
and  applieal)l(3  to  tiie  character  of  the 
roronation-oatii,  it  may  be  w(dl  lo  attend. 
These  laws,  cxceptii.o  that  of  Elizabeth 
oncerning  unilbiuiity,  were  all  in  coatcm- 
plation  of  \\hat  had  ha])j)ened  in  the  great 
ivbtdiion  :  or  of  tiie  probable  ellecls  of  the 
accession  of  James  the  JJd.  of  wliat  had 
occurnxl  in  his  i-cign.  As  far  as  the  po- 
licy and  necessity  of  these  ];iws  arose 
from  the  claimant,  to  the  throne  bt  ing  a 
Roman  Catholic,  ilwy  do  not  now  aj)- 
ply  :  but  it  is  not  unworthy  considcM-ation, 
vdiether,  although  there  is  nou-  no  jiopish 
(laimant  to  the  throne,  the  [jriiudples  which 
made  such  claimant  dangerous  are  not  dan- 
;:crous  in  themselves.     W  the  uttaclnnent  to 
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a  popish  clniirianl  was  on  account  of  hl5 
religion,  (and  it  would  be  aljsurd  to  douht 
it,  nor  is  it  any  iTilcction  on  the  llonianists 
to  Ix'Iicvo  il.  To;  it' sincere  Roman  Catholici 
li'.cy  must  I'eel  such  attachment,*)  it  cannol 
he  doubted,  that  they,  who  profess  these 
])rincipl(>s,  woukl  desire,  by  lawful  means, 
to  obtain  for  themselves  such  advantages  as 
ihey  hoped  for  through  him :  and  how  should 
they  obtain  it?  The  laws  of  the  land  have 
n  .quired  the  King  to  be  of  the  Established 
Church  ;  but,  suj)posing  all  other  privileges 
were  extended  to  the  Romanists,  it  surely 
cannot  enter  into  the  mind  of  man  to  doubt, 
that  they  would  si  (  k  this  last  important  one, 
that  the  King  should  be  a  Roman  Catholic! 
Aud,  be  it  remembered,  that  it  is  in  par- 
liament only  that  the  trial  would  be 
made.  \\  ho  can  doubt,  then,  of  the  extreme 
liaxard  to  which  the  laws  would  be  put  in 
ftuch   a  case  !     Who  can   doubt  the  diftcr- 


»  '•  1  <]<)  not  mean  to  alnit  my  ryos  to  this  conviction, 
that  a  Ciauolio,  howcvci  honuiirahle  liis  intentions  may 
lif,  niuit  \\l\  anxious  lo  advance  tlie  iiUeresr!»  of  his 
i*^iu-;ion."-  -See  robhcitV  Tail.  Deb,  1S0:>,  pages  !015-l6. 
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fiicc   betwt-en  a   king  papistically  inclined, 
ivith  a  parliament  including  many  llonlan 
Catholics,   and  aj)roteslant  ))arlianient  and 
piotcstant     counsellors.       The     principhs 
tthich   the  different  acts  of  parliament  and 
settlement  at  the  revolution  have  established 
are  these:  viz.  that  the  union  of  government, 
ecclesiastical  and  civil,   is   essential  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  Kngland  ;    that  to 
secure  such  object  the  king  juust  be  pro* 
testant,  and  in  communion  with  the  church 
of  England;    and   that  an v  means  loadiuij:, 
in  probability,  to  the  creation  of  a  power 
disposed  to  shake  the  security  of  tiie  church- 
establishment  must  be  resisted.     Such  were 
the  soiid  principles  established  at  the  revo- 
lution, and  recognized  by  the  act  t)f  Queen 
Anne,  on   the    union   with    Scotland;   and 
whatever    relaxations     have    taken     place 
Muce    have    always    been    admitted    with 
a    view    to    such    principles,    whether     it 
tan     be    justly     maintained    or   not,    t!uU 
they  always   have  suliiciently  kept    within 
them.       The     present     most    conciliatory 
relaxation   of  the   principle,    by    the     an- 
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mial  act  ol'  iink'iiiuil} ,  .slir\\.s  tiic  uoccssit; 
oJ' piTsc''.  iii'i  .lie  I  ■I'cr  oi"  ti;(j  law:  aiul  tlu; 
anxious  uish  wliiih  prevails  to  prcsirvi'  it  in 
as  liolit  aiul  miiil  a  cU'i;r('C  as  possible,  and 
not  to  ex(  II  it  to  its  e.\teiil  witliout  a  com- 
pulsive necessity,  blioukl  completely  recon- 
cile us  to  the  existing  system,  known  as  it  is 
to  be  bem  llcial  by  long  ])raetice,  and  should 
operate  strongly  agisinst  the  admission  ol 
nntried  tlun)ries,  holding  I'orth,  indetuUmoro 
extensive  good,  but  I'raught,  lor  any  thiii!: 
their  abettors  can  prove  by  the  same  solid 
test  oi'experinKut,  with  practical  mischief. 
It  must  be  renuMnbered  how  extremely 
inn)ortant  it  is  to  maintain  these  principles; 
how  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  con- 
stitution. 'J'he  alteration  in  the  coronation- 
oath  at  th<^  tiuK^  of  the  union  with  Scotland, 
the  prineij)lrs  established  at  the  revolu- 
tion; and  the  declaration  in  the  act  of 
union,  that  the  laws  then  (.'xistinir  for 
1h(^  pn  servation  of  the  church  were  I'unda- 
mental  and  unalterable  should  not  be  for- 
gotten ;  nor  thai  it  is  on  the  ground  of  being 
the  protectors  of  a  government  essentially 
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protestant,    and    on    liiose    alone,  that    the 
House  of  P>runswiek  possess  the  Crown  of 
this  united  kingdom.   And  it  is  indeed  to  be 
wondered  at,  tiiat   any  one  ])rofessing  hiin- 
>fH  attached  to  that  succession  eaii  wish  to 
alter  hiws  wliieh  his   duty    as  well  as    inte- 
n'st,  it  may  most  justly   be  sidd,  to  uphold. 
If  the  day  of  trial  should  over  arrive,  and  the 
motives  influencinir  those  wlio  profess  popery 
are  called  into  action  either  by  ;i  domestic  or 
foreio-n  cause, — the  safety  of  the  throne  and 
constitution   will    (h'j)end    intirely    on    the 
strong  ascendancy  of  tlu^    jHotestant  sul)- 
jccts.     If  the  principle  of  protestant  union 
in  church  and  state  wen;  abandoned,  which 
I  insist  the  granting  of  power,  legislative  or 
military,  to  the  llomanists  would  essentially 
destroy,    it    is   impossible  to   see  on   what 
it   is   that  any  title  to  the  throne  would  ro 
main  to  the  family  of  the  Jiouse  of  Bruns- 
wick.    Let  those  who  doubt  on  tlu^  admis- 
sibility of  the  Romanists  to  j)ower  seiiously 
consider  this. 

A  considcM-ation,  and  a  most  important 
one,  arises  as  to  the  nature   antl  extent  of 
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tl.c  spttlcmcnt  at  tlin  rcvol'ition ;  in  ^v1lI(1l 
ihr  \M)\r\isal'<ycu<'\'ii]  lolrratioii,  <'r>  conru'ctcd 
uitli  a  rliiircli-f'sUihlislimoMt,  aiul  llic  con- 
htitution  oftlic  oovfMTiniont  iiciuM-ally,  ^^■n•f• 
inosi  fully  coiitrinplatid  .  and  a  more  iir;- 
poitant  (iwcstioii  can  iiiiniiy  he  bronirht.  foi- 
uiini,  ilinn  wIkmIk  r  the  principles  ofesta- 
Ijlisiimrnt  anri  t(;ler.'ili()n,  as  then  lixed  on 
the  setlh  ni(Mil  f)f' the  crown,  tmii  retain  thcii 
eliaracter,as  principles  of  the  eonslitution,  ii 
the  arL>,unienls  adviincecl  for  \\\r  l\r)MKiii 
Catholic  elaiins  nr  achnitted.  Itshculd  he  re- 
colKcted,  t!iat  ri<anaii  Catliolies  were,  al 
that  time,  exi-hided  from  p'.niiarnent,  l)ytlic 
.30th  <il  Ch:irles  II.  and  tital  ali  the  a[)i):r- 
hi-nsions  t!ien  entertained,  which  arose  from 
pnssin^'.  or  Jiisl 'passed,  events,  were  on  ac- 
count ol'  a  sunposi^d  Jtttaclnnent  to  J*opevy 
on  the  pitrt  of  the  sovereign.  At  snch  u 
time,  Uic  fecUngs  of  parliament  and  tii(> 
luition  biMnu'  so  strong  against  the  lloniau 
Catliolies,  it  will  scarcely  be  argued,  that 
any  reservation,  with  a  view  to  allow  fu- 
tun  favours  towards  tluMii,  was  intended. 
It  cannot,    thereibre,    be    a  stretch   of  as- 
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Miinj»tioii  to  colli;  II. I,  thiit,  as  the  uiiai'ds 
v.liieii  \Vi[i'  ihipo'd  applied  to  the  King 
:ii'»ne,  Midi  giiai'd^,  a<'eompaiii.'d  bv 
l|i;'  consid('iation  of  the  principle-,  on  v  hi;'li 
llit'V  were  *^tatcd  to  be  applied,  must  leave 
It  to  be'  coiK'huh'd,  that  liie  noil  .uiniissiou 
nt"  lioinan  Catholics  in  parliantcnt  was  (h'cin- 
1(1  to  have  b(  en  sccMircd  :  and  it  should  not 
be  forgotten,  that,  in  these  times,  theappre- 
lit'iisions  which  W(n'e  entertained  of  i'opery 
V.  riM;  i;  A  isi;i)  r,v  rrs  A(^riA  i-  I'l;  i  \ci  ri.r.s. 
The  great  men  wno  lived  in  that  dark  age, 
a^  it  is  now  wished  to  be  considv'red,  thought 
that  prineij)les  tended  t)  p/iwdnr"  corr(;s- 
])(»ndent  actions;  antl  it  was  because*  by 
the  actions  ol"papists  that  the  dang(M'  of  their 
|iri!iciples  was  established,  that  tlie  necessary 
[iuards  w(M'e  provided.  It  is  a  device  of 
tlie  atlvocates  for  the  Roman  Catliolics  to 
'^late,  that  religion  was  not  ihi'  ureat  object 
at  the  revolution  :  thouLrh  every  tliinu  show, 
lliat  the  establislniKMit  of  the  Protes'tint  re- 
liiiion  was  so  ;  aiul,  though  all  the  danger; 
to  the  liberties  of  the  countrv,  in  truth, 
'Sprang  I'rom  attempts  made  to  viohite  the 
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la\v>,  in  (litlrrcnt.  inhtanccs,  for  tlio  sako  oi 
proiiiofinnr  !'(>p(  ly.  'I'lic  <!( clinMtion  ofin- 
hiliirncf  of  .Ijiincs  II.it  is  most  ciiriou's  l(. 
observe,  hrinos  forwiinl  all  tlie  motives  and 
arminiciifN  on  nliieh  the  eoiieessions  to  the 
Komau  Catiiolics  arc  now  urged  :*  liheity  oi 

*  F.xtrufts  fVoin  liis  two  Declarations  : 
"  \\  I  liiiint)ly  tliank  Almigliiy  d'oil,  it  i«,  and  Iia'ii 
oi  loiin  tiiiir  l)(i  II,  our  constant  sense  nnH  oijmuoii, 
(wliicli,  n|i()u  (livers  occasions,  wc  have  declared,)  (lut 
eonseinict'  oiiulit  not  to  be  ronstiamed,  nor  pcopi' 
'*  torced,  it)  matters  of  mere  reiif^iou.  It  liath  ever  Lco;i 
"  directly  contrary  tooiir  inclinutionH,  as  ue  iliinl<  it  k 
"  ro  tin  interest  ol'^overnnient,  wliicli  it  nh^ys,  by  spoil- 
"  in^  iiiuU,  depopulating  counuies,  and  discouragiii,' 
8tranu;t'rs, — and,  finally,  tlmt  it  never  obtained  tlic  erni 
"  i'(»r  wliieli  It  was  employed." 

"  111  tlutlist  place,  we  do  declare,  that  we  will  proteci 

and  niaiiitaiii  our  archbishops,   bishops,  and  clergv,— 

and  all  other  our  subjects  ol'ihe  church  of  ILngiaiul,  m 

"  the  free  e.\erciscof  their  religion,  as  by  law  established, 

"  ami  in  the  quiet  and  full  enjoyment  of  all  their  posses- 

"  sions,  wilhotil  any  molesiation  or  disturbance  whatso- 


ever. 


"  I'orasinueh  as  we  are  desirous  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  s<r\ie(>of  all  oiir  loving  subjects,  which,  by  the 
law  of  nature,  is  inseparably  unuc-  lu  to,  and  inherent 
in,  our  royal  person ;  and  that  none  of  our  subjccti 
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s,  for  tlio  sake  oi 
<l< cliiriition  of  in- 
s  most  curious  (n 
li  tlir  motives  ;»ii(l 
roiicrssions  to  tin 
uri^ctl  :*  lihcrty  ot 

arntions  : 
Goil,  it  i*.  and  Iia'ii 
uit  sciiiic  niid  (iimuoii, 
we  have  dcclaitul,)  llui 
onstiiitiu'd,  nor  pcnpi' 
ion.  It  liath  ever  Lco;i 
ions,  as  uc  think  it  u 
Inch  it  flh^ys,  by  spoil- 
tries,  and  disconragiii,' 
ncviT  obtained  the  cml 

ro,  that  we  will  protect 
bishops,  and  clergy,— 
ciiurch  i)f  l^ngiarul,  m 
II,  ashy  law  oitabhslicii, 
lent  of  all  their  possf>- 
or  disturbance  whatso- 

to  have  the  benefit  ot' 
nbjicts,  which,  by  the 
icMii   to,  and  inherent 

none  of  our  subjceii 


fonsrii'iuc,  llic  nrciil  advaulagcs   to   trade, 
ihf  bent'fit  to  the  blatc  item  tUc  admissihi- 

"  may.  for  the  tuuire,  In;  iiiidci  uny  ili»cuiira<;eii\ent  or 
"  (iisai)dity,  (snIio  urc  otlwrwise  well  iiiciin(."<l  and  fit  to 
"  Mtvr  iH.)  by  ri  ason  of  soiiif  ontlis  or  te«it>.,  ili.it  hiive 
"  been  iihually  a(hniiii>i<  rcil  on  such  oeeasiuns,  we  do 
'  li«  leby  faither  declare,  thai  it  i-  otir  royal  will  Jind 
"  (ileasuK  ,  that  the  oaths,  commonly  called  the  oathb  of 
"  ipreniacy  and  allcuianee,  and  also  tin  .tveral  tests 
"  and  declarations  nientioiK d  in  the  act<  ot  parliament, 
'  made  in  llu'  '2,nh  and  loth  year*  of  thi:  reitrn  of  our  late 
'  royul  broilier,  KinifCharlts  the  Second.  ^Iiall  not,  at 
.iiiy  time  hcrcaftir,  be  retpiired  to  be  ial<(  n,  declared, 
'•  or  subscribed,  by  any  person  oi  pi  rxiii-.  whatsoever, 
'  who  is  or  shall  be  employed  in  any  olliee  or  place  of 
"  trust,  either  civil  or  inilitury,  under  us,  or  in  oiii  go- 

■  vernment." 

"  We  have  resolved  to  use  our  uttermost  endeavour* 
to  establish  liberty  of  conscience  on  such  jii>.i  iuid 
'  tipial  foiMnlalions  as  will  render  it  unalterable,  and 
''  >teure  lo  all  [leople  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion 
"  for  ever,  by  which  future  anes  may  reap  tin  IflMtelit  of 
'  what  is  so  undoubtedly  for  the  general  good  ot  tiie 
"  whole  kingdom.  It  is  such  a  security  we  desire,  with- 
•  out  the  burden  and  constraint  of  oaths  and  tests,  which 
hnvf^  been  unhappily  made  by  some  governments,    but 

■  could  nevers'ipport  any  ;  nor  should  men  be  advanced, 
''  by  such  means,  to  otliccs  and  employ uieiits,  which 
'    ought  to  be  the  reward  of  services,  fidelity,  and  merit. 
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OUST,  11  VAT  TON'S  OV  THE 


lily  of  ill)    J)0rS()!1S    to    sf;)t!(;liS    of   tni'^t,   tllC 

removal  ol'ali  (lisconlcrils  by  i'ot  'cHing  r-.'. 

"  Iti  pm:iiinnrc  of  thi^  crreal  work,  \\c  Ilivo  Lien  iorcci 

"  to  ma!;c  iiiniiy  liuiiiivo^  both  oi'civil  :ii;c!  i.);!iti'i-v  cfi^ji^ 

"  thr()',!!^!i(jul  our  iloiinnioiis,  not   iliinkii,;.-  anv  ou'.hli') 

be  eiiiji!(i3-ai  111    or.r  srrviot;    who   will    not  comnl.'rr- 

towards  iliL' establishing    the   peare   and  L^reatnes'^  .' 

iheir  eniiiit, y,,  Vi  liieb  we  nun-l  earne-t!y  de.qre,  as  i:n. 

I'ia^'^i.d  \)v.-\\  may  !-.  ejiy  the  whole  coiuhiel  ol'onrtx 

"   veruiiiuu,   by  ih«  condilioii  uf  our  ilea.s  and  of  or; 

nnnie.-i,  wliieh,  with  ;,;()()d  inaaageiueut,  ^'.lall   be  eoii- 

staiitly  th"  Hatne,  and  greater,  il'  thesafeiy  or  hoiiiii.r 

01  the  nation  r(>r|iii!-e  it.       We  reeounneufl   iIh.so    eon- 

^i<K  ration,^;  lo  all  our sulijrels  and  that  iluy  will  i.llcc! 

on  liii  ir  |,rr-.o:ii  ca-.'   and  iiui|)in(~>,  liow^  for    abov,- 

three  yiars,  that  it  hath  pleaded  (Jod   to   permit   us  lo 

r.  I'j-n  over  the.M   kinudoms,  \\c  have    not  appeared  to 

b'^  tiiaf  prmee  our  enemies  would  have  made  the  world 

airaid  of;  our  ehiei'aim  havmj:  been  not  to  be  tue  op. 

•■   j)ressor  but  the  father  of  our  i)iopI(%  of  whieh  wc  er.u 

"    L^ive  no  biit'M-  cvideiiei^  than  by  conjuring  them  to  lav 

a-ide    all    private   aiiineo^iiies   as    well    as     groundle?; 

"  jealoii.ii's."— See  liapiii,  vol.  II,  [>.  -;{r2.      And  Trial  e' 

hi-  seven  Didiops." 

I.ei  il  not  be  I'orgotten,  that  this  declaration  was  mad; 
only  oiie  year  before  James's  abdication  ot'  Ins  thronC; 
.'.ml  was  tliegroiiud-work  (d'hi--  >u!)iects  withdrawini;  their 
I'.llcgiancc  frcun  him.  Willi  what  sineerilv  thij  wa>  doi!' 
?'y   this  inf;\tuulod  luoiiatidi  him-elf  may  uc   <lc*ermii!'  i 


OV  TIIK 

!(;liS    of    tl'USi,    tllC 

rk,  \vc  !i,;vf  !;cci)  foixci 
I'ivil  ant!  i;i:!i!iiry  cfiijis 
.  iliinkiii;.-  any  ou;  hi  •') 
lio  will  not  coiunl.'if: 
X'uci'  and  a;reatne!-^  (t 
t-arnc.'-t!y  dcsirt',  as  i:r.. 
uAc  tuiuliK'l  ol'  our  L''< 
I'  our  Hetts  oiul  of  on 
agciiieut,  sliall  be  coi:- 
ii'  tlic  s.ii'c; y  or  hoiiiii.r 
rccouiincMifl  ilicic  con- 
nd  i.ii.it  iluy  will  irllcci 
[>iii(<>,  liow,  tor  abovr 
!  (Jod   to   ptfinit   us  in 

liavi:  not  appeared  i-, 
lid  have  made  ilic  worlil 

been  not  to  be  ttie  op- 
iopl(\  ot  whieli  \vc  cx\ 
V  eoiijurii!;;  tiieui  to  lay 
as  well  as  ground les- 
I.  p.  7(>2.     AiidTrialo: 

is  deelaralion  uas  niad; 
:)dieatioii  ot'  Ins  thrc^nc; 
bjects  witlidrawiiiL;  tlitir 
I  sincerity  thb;  was  doin' 
■It"  iiiay  uc   <lc'ernu;!' ''■ 
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ligious  clitiercuccs  be  any  ()l)sta(jlc  to  tlinr 
prcl'cnncuL  in  any  way,  arc  ainoiif^  the 
stroii^'o^t  iiK'tivcs  otlbiTil  iii  its  tavour  :'•'  but 
tlii- nation  llirn  lia])piiy  saw,  that,  liowovcr 
iiisinuatinL;'  anil  plausible,  such  ii(Xin;ls  and 
wofils  niioht  be  onlv  delusions  ;  it  then  lelt 
the  value  of  religious  principles,  and  con- 
sidered, that  a  religious  establishment  alone, 
i'enccd  by  due  safeguards,  could  pr<'scr\e 
the  liberties  of  England  ;  nay,  even  the  li- 
berties of  those  very  persons  who  ucmo 
clainourouslv  as;ainst  it.  It  is  observable, 
too,  that  exclusion  from  power  was  connected 

by  what  is  known  of  liis  general  relentless  H'nij.er,  and 
the  severe  perseeutions  he  exercised  towards  toe  Ivonian 
Calholirs  of  Ireland,  l)otli  previous  and  subseciueiit  lo 
tliih  (le(daration.  .And  surely  we  may  be  allowed  to  hesi- 
tate, at  least,  eoneeriiiiig  ll;e  degree  of  coidUlfnec  to  be 
nposed  in  slimlar  [)rofesbions  iii  our  own  day>,  Irorn  what- 
ever cjuarter  they  may  originate,  either  the  lioman  C  u- 
ttiolics  iheni-^elves  or  their  advocates. 

*  To  show  the  coincidence  between  the  acts  of  the  K(j- 
inanists  and  practices  of  intidels  and  anarchists,  it  is 
I  urious  to  refer  lo  the  Extracts  from  rreiich  '*  Rights  of 
Man." 
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Avitli  tlictoIcrati()u-.'u"t ;  and  tliat  thodoclara- 
t  ion  of*  Kino-  ^\'lIlianl,^vhon  prince  ofOrangc, 
to  Kini;  James,  i'  tlirougli  J''aiiT.l,  tlic  minister 


t  ''  'I'lieir  liiglincssis  cannot  amcc  toilit:  repeal  of  the 

te^ts,  or  uf  tlioscotlui  penal  laws  tliat  tend  to  tlie  se- 
curity of  t!i(  Piou.qant  ielig'u>nj  since  the  Konian 
Calliolics  receive  no  olin  r  pri  indices  from  llicse  than 
tlieheinu  exelnded  from  parliaments,  or  from  public 
employnii  nt<,  and  tliat  hy  tliein  the  Protestant  reli- 
uion  is  covered  fiom  all  tlie  doiuinsof  ilie  TJoman  Ca- 
lliolics against  it,  or  a'^ainst  the  piiblie  sai'ct}'  ;  and 
IK  iiher  the  lest  nortliose  other  laws  can  be  said  to 
carry  in  tin  ni  ;inv  seveiitv  a'J,ain^t  the  Koniaii  Catlio- 
lies  lipiHi  account  of  their  eon-.ciences  ;  they  are  only 
provisions,  ip!alif\inc;  llicni  to  he  nieniher-,  ot  parlia- 
incur,  or  to  be  capable  of  bearing  olhce,  by  whieli 
they  must  declare,  before  God  and  men,  that  they  were 
for  the  Protestant  religion  :  so  thatj  in<lecd,  all  this 
amounts  to  no  more  tlian  a  sccmini;  the  I'rotestant  re- 
li;;ioii  tVom  any  prejudices  that  it  may  receive  from  the 
iIoii!.in  faiholic.-. 

"  'liei:  highnesses  bave  ihoiiiiht,  and  do  still  think, 
ihat  nioic  than  tliis  oiicjht  not  to  be  asked  or  expetUed 
iroiii  iliciiij  .-iiice,  by  tbis  means,  the  lioiium  Catho- 
l.cs  and  tlieir  p-osterity  will  be  for  ever  secured 
trowi  all  trouble  in  their  person^  or  estates,  or  in  the 
cxerci'.c  of  their  religion  ,  and,  that  the  Uonian  Calho- 
■■,.•:  i.i;j^'hi  t;i  be  sati  (icd  wi'li  this,  and  not  to  disrpiiet 


T II F, 

lat  thodoclara- 
iiu-c  ofOrangc, 
;el,  tlitMTiinistcr 

to  tilt!  repeal  of  the 
lint  tend   to  tlu'  sr- 

siiicc  the  Koiiiiiii 
:s  I'loin  llicse  than 
s,  or  from  jniliHc 
ic  Protestant  rcH- 
of  the  TJomau  Ca- 
)iil)li(*  safety  ;  and 
;s  call  be  said  (n 
lie  liOtliaii  ("atlio- 
ces  ;  they  are  only 
leiiiheiN  (it   pariia- 

olhce,  by  whieh 
ocii,  that  they  wero 
tj  inck^cd,  all  this 
the  I'roiestant  re- 
ly  receive  from  the 

iid  do  still  think, 
asked  or  e\-pe(Ued 
he  Komaii  Catlio- 
for  ever  secured 
r  estates,  or  in  the 
the  lionian  Ctitho- 
md  not  to  disquiet 
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it  the  IImstiu',  stated  tlu;  necessity,  on  prin- 
ciple, ofoiiaidinoan  establisluHl  ciuircli  by 
the  security  of  (c^ts;  that  without  it  tlio 
<'stablis(n!)cnt  couUl  not  be  consii'eretl  sc- 
ein-e  :  aut!  U.c  practice  was  universal. 

Nuch  1)(  ino;  the  true  eharacter  of  the  priu- 
cipivs  w  :iub  uuidod  th(>  revolution  in  1()8<S, 
ana  accorui!;g  to  whii-h  the  snbs(>ciuent  acts, 
above  referred  to,  Mere  framed,  it  is  to  ha 
considered  what  ctiect,  in  j)()int  of  j)rinei|)le, 
would   be  produced,  by  allowing  the  argu- 

"  the  kiiindoni,  because  th(>y  cannot  he  adniitted  to  fit 
"  in  parliament,  or  to  be  in  cm|)luynients,  or  becjuise 
"  those  laws,  in  wliieli  liie  seemity  of  the  I'rote-lant  re- 
"  ligion  doi's  ehielly  consist,  are  nut  repealed,  bywiiieh 
"  tliey  niu>tbe  put  in  ucoiuhtion  lo  overturn  it. 

"  Their  highnesses  do  also  l)(li(  ve,  that  the  dissenters 
"  will  l)e  fully  satisfied,  when  they  shall  be  for  ever 
"  covered  from  all  danger  of  being  disturbed  or  punished 
"  for  the  free  evereise  of  their  religion,  upon  any  sort  of 
"  pretence  whatsoever." 

Sec — "A  letter  writ  by  Myn  Hecr  I'agel,  pensionary 
of  Holland,  to  Mr.  James  Aewait,  advocate,  giving  an 
aceount  of  the  [)rince  and  priiiee.>s  of  Orang<''s  thoughts 
concerning  the  repeal  ot  the  test  and  penal  laws.'" — Life 
of  King  James  II. — London, — 170,3. 
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iiients  to   prevail  by  uhicli  ihc  Uv)iiKin  Ca- 
tholic claims  arc  supportciL 

It  \\(>ul(l  at  once  he  allowiiisi',  Unit  ail 
officers  under  llic  crown  and  nuinbev^  ol 
parliament,  may  ho  of  tln^  very  religion 
"which,  at  tlie  rcvi)Uriiv»n,  non(,^  could  he  ; 
it  wonld  enable  the  king,  it"  j)aj)i'sticaliy 
inclined,  instantly,  with  Jawfal  means,  to 
change  \hv  ctjronation-oath  and  (lu^aws; 
and  hiniscll"  become  a  convcM't  to  the 
Koman  Catholic  reliiviou  ;  and  to  do  this  by 
Ihe  snj)reme  power  of  the  state.  Would  it 
then  be  said,  that  the  church  of  Kn^land 
had  an  establislunent  ?  Suj)[>ohini;  the  pro- 
vision tor  thech  Tii'y  to  continue  unimpaired, 
yet  the  government  (•i)i\\\\  no  longer  b{;  called 
Prolestunt,  nor  wonld  the  union  of  church 
and  state,  and  sncccsslon  in  the  })n)testanl 
line,  tliosc  ivrand  ;ind  characteristic  prin- 
ciples oltli(>  r(  v(;!'.ition,  any  ItJiiLrer  exist; 
at  that  period  ucre  n(il  tlu^se  principle  • 
considci'cd  in  want  of  the  safeguards 
\\iiich  wei'c  then  aO'orded  them  '"  And  can 
it  be  eonc'.  i\('d,  tiiat  the  principal  charac- 
i.rrs  v.lio  acted  m    that    <j,'rand   cri>i>'  wtudd 
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:!)(!   Kviinan  Ca- 

lowiiig,  Uiat  all 
kI  nu  iiibevs  ol 
>  very  ivlio'loii 
loiie  could  be  ; 
it'  pa])i'iticu!!y 
wfiil  means,  to 
and  tlu^  laws  ; 
onv<M't  to  the 
id  to  (!o  this  by 
air.  WOiilil  it 
•fh  of  Ku^hind 
)[>ONii)i2,  the  pro- 
me  unimpaired, 
h)nui;cr  beeaHed 
mion  ot'cliureh 
1  the  })n)testaiu 
arteristie  priii- 
V^  luii'icM'  exist  ; 
hese  {)i"iiu'ipl<  • 
the  ^aleguai'ds 
leni  -  And  can 
■incj{)al  charae- 
nd   crisis   wouhi 
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have  tiiouuht  the  achiiission  of  popish  advi- 
seis  and  'xipisii  h\oislators  consistent  with 
the  secuiily  ol'  the  ])rotestant  aseen(hincy? 
J-)id  thev  not  ehartic  .James  II.  with  beino- 
misled  hi/  papisli  advixcrs  ?  Moih'rn  rctbrmers 
think,  or  protess  to  think,  that,  illhc  king 
hinix'lt"  is  ol"  the  estahhslied  clnirch,  all 
is  sale;  and  this,  tlionoh  they  are  most  for- 
Avard  to  ;  'ablisli,  that  in  every  act  the 
Xiii^'  slioidd  !)(•  ^nidetl  by  tlie  advice  ol"  his 
connselJors.  Wliat  Init  infatuation  or  the 
bias  of  party  can  inchice  any  man  to 
favour  such  (hictrines.'' 

Ilow  conjph'teiy  arc  tiuy  in  opposition  to 
al!  the  jirineiplcs  of  tlie  revolution,  and  of 
tlie  Act  of  Settlement,  whereby  the  crowa 
was  linfited  to  tlu>  diustrious  House  of 
l^»runswick  r  And  is  it  ikjw,  when,  for 
above  a  century  we  have  exjierienced  in 
incnased  riches,  prosperity,  and  freedom, 
civil  and  religious,  (the  bh^ssings  derived 
from  and  ])ossess(Ml  under  that  settlement,) 
thai  every  thint>'  is  to  be  risked  on  a  mere 
sj)eeulation  of  j)ublic  benelit  ?  The  avowed 
obi(>ct  is  to  conciliate  the  lloman  Catholics, 
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or.sr.nvATiovs  on  tiu- 


luit  it   is  t(»   bi   Irarcil   tliat  lluir  aiitijuithy 
to   tlir    protcstant    ascciulaiu  y    is  radical  ; 
and  should  tlio  lolly  of  tlie  irrant  \)c  at  last 
disco\crcd,    r-ivil    r.  atcntion     alone    could 
recall    those    principles,    when    once  aban- 
doneil,    which   our  posterity  would  find,  as 
our   ancestors    did.    essential   to    the    pre- 
servation   of    the    |)nsent    establishments. 
Toleration  oi'  the  most    {)errect  kind  is  now 
enjoyed  ;     it     has     vmw     Ik-cm     increased, 
with  respect  1o  the  Pionuin. Catholics,  to  an 
im.mensc  degree,    not  only  Inwond  all  pre- 
tensions of  right,  but  it   is  to  be  leared,  in 
Ireland,    beyonti    what   a   (Uu;   attention  to 
the    defence    of    the    church    would    have 
sanctioned.       Now,    at  length,  it  is   surely 
Avise  to  become  cautious,  and,  though  good 
faith     recpiires     that   all    privil(\ges    which 
Avere   granted    on    the   union   with    Ireland 
be     maintained,      let     us     protlt     by     the 
warnings    t>iven    l)v    historv,  attend    to  the* 
principles  (^stablisheil  in   our  laws,  and,   re- 
garding the  actual  state   of  comfort  which 
vwvy    British    subject    iMijovs,     remember, 
"  that  to  iiuiovate  is  not  to  relorm." 
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On  this  ssibjiti,  too,  it  is  not  right  to 
omit  cnliriiy  the  hitrdsiiijjs  to  which 
the  NOvciiMtrn  is  reduced  ;  it"  ;ill  others 
m  the  kiuL^ilom  may  <Mijoy  perleet  t'reedom 
in  the  eiioice  of  their  religion,  shall  he 
alone  be  restrained?  In  a  ivovernmcnt 
like  our's,  ir  is  true  that  certain  re- 
straints on  the  sov(n"(,'ign  an;  necessary, 
but  then  they  are  always  with  a  view 
to  something  important:  that  he  cannot 
act  without  advice ;  that  Ik;  cannot  use 
his  prerogatives  ])ut  in  certain  modes,  and 
to  a  certain  extent;  that  the  graces,  and 
bounties,  and  even  mercies,  of  the  crown 
arc  limited  and  restrained  is  notorious  ;  but 
this  is  so  because  the  j)id:)lic  good  requires  it: 
now,  if  it  isconteiuled  that  Roman  Catholic 
principles,  if  professed  by  all  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  the  state,  (>xcept  the  sovereign, 
are  neither  dangerous  nor  inconsistent  with 
fundamental  princii)les,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  for  whose  benefit,  or  with  what 
view,  this  restriction  is  to  be  continued 
towards  the  sovereijiu  alone,  and  even  so 
far  as  to  make  the  crown  forfeitcMl,  if  not 
complied  with. 
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V  iti)  n  sp<  rt  tc  tli<>  coitMiaiion-Oiitli,  Jl-. 
construction  nm.'-t  he  u;il lured  iVoni  the 
words  ()[■  llu' oiilli  itscir,  from  tlu  liistorical 
circnnistnnccs  nlafiii^-  Xo  il,  and  {\\v  laws 
coinuu'ti'd  with  il,  with  dur  iJ^ard  to  the 
consci<>ntious  (VM^finus  ol'  the  sf)vcr(.;;;n 
fuking  it.  'I'iiat  i\\c  kin'i;  is  bound  to  s(m  arc 
to  the  l)i^ho|)s  and  rhTLiy  their  pcH.'uliar 
ri^lits,  aiul  to  I  III'  chrirch  ils  doctrines,  arc 
points  i)idisj)uta!)Ie  ;  now,  il"  iVoni  thenicrc 
wordinu'  t)l'  tin;  oath  it  sccnis  to  inclatle, 
in  the  sov(nxion's  judniineiit,  other  |»oliti- 
cal  matters  connected  therewith,  as  essen- 
tia! to  till'  securily  of  tlle^e,  which  are 
specially  provided  lor,  it  surely  nnist  hv  his 
duty  to  act  u])on  tiiat  construction,  how- 
cv(-r  comprehensive,  wiiich  his  own  nund 
thinks  the  most  correct  and  proper.  A  mat- 
ter oi'  conscience  ought  not  to  be  lowered 
down  lo  th(>  literal  terms  in  which  the  un- 
dertakini;'  is  expressed;  the  lair  meaning; 
. should  be  the  rule  ;  and  il  would  dl  be- 
.conie  any  one  to  resort  to  tlic  niceties  of 
legal  expression,  us  excuses  lor  breaking 
.the   spirit   of  an   engagement  rcu,lsterG(!  in 
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lira  veil.  Ii  'urely  will  not  he  neriously 
cont!'ii(!((I  that  tlu'  eons;ci(>nce  of  the 
sovcivii-n  is  not  to  be  regarded.  That 
wouhl  introduce  a  diiennna  unanswer- 
able by  till!  promoters  of  the  claims 
ol  the  Komanists  ;  for,  it"  the  sovereign 
wci'c  to  \ki\c.  Roman  Catholic  advisers 
and  a  iiomaii  Catholic  |5arliamenl,  on  what 
out  his  own  conscience  would  any  mainte- 
nance of  the  (slablislu'd  church  have  to 
restr  i)y  reference  to  the  (le})ates,  at  the 
time  wlun  tl'.e  i"..rm  of  the  oath  v.as  ore- 
'scribed,  it  app(>ars  to  have  b(Tn  sUit(;d 
(esj)ec-ially  by  i\Ir.  (iodo];;liin)  tliat  the 
security  must  be  jn  th.e  king's  conscience: 
it  is  left  for  the  plausible  reasoners  of  the 
present  enlightened  limcN  to  explain  away 
every  thing  which  oui-  guiiles  and  preser- 
vers deemed  important  at  the  revolution  ; 
and  t(^  justify  the  acceptance  (jf  such 
advice  as  deprived  King  James  Jf.  of  his 
tlu'one.  But  the  princij)le  of  the  corona- 
tion-oath is  to  be  collected,  not  only  from 
the  uords,  but  also  from  the  laws  existing 
when  it  was  prescribed,  and  the  spirit  and 
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rliarnct(T  of  flw  so  laws.  r»v  \\H'^r,  :i'»  (•(;! 
l(M:t{'(l  from  liistorv,  il  will  Mpp^'ar,  llial 
the  oalh  w;is  ;'.(1(1<'(1  as  a  laitlrr  sccuritv 
au'ainsl  tlic  admission  of  Uoinaii  Calhulit^ 
into  pariiamcnt,  corporal  ions,  or  placrs  ol 
trust.  Nor  is  even  tins  ail;*  lor,  at  tli( 
union  with  Scotland,  all  these  \(rv  laws 
were  iiicor[)()rate(l  in  the  act,  and  declared 
to  be  tor  tlu-  |)res<rvation  of  the  church. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  enough  that  thi 
cliunh  nii^lit  perhaps  remain  without  them. 
as  they  were  enacted  to  atVord  it  addifiona^ 
sccuritif.  On  tliw  whole  it  appears  very 
evident,  that  a  conscientious  adherence  to 
an  oath,  originally  rccpiired  of  the  sovereion 
as  a  farther  securuy  tliat  the  English  con- 
stitution might  ev(T  remain  essentia'',  pro- 
lestant  in  church  and  state,  rcfpiires  an  abso- 
lute denial  on  his  ])art  to  any  farther  demands 
which  may  be  made  forconcessit)nstotheRo- 
inan  (.'alholics.  If  the  parliament  will  not  do 
its  duty,  ii  is  for  the  sovereign  to  remember. 

*  Sf  0  Uk!   .')  Am.i',  chnp.   R,  '■  For  tiie  union  of  llic 
two  kingdoms  ul'  r.iiglrtud  and  Scotland." 
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he  it  asserted  with  tietererice  and  humility, 
that  he  is  st;ll  not  absolved  t'ruiii  Ids  engage- 
ment ;  but  IS  bound,  hy  every  tie,  to  his 
hmiily,  his  eountry,  and  his  God,  to  main- 
tain, in  spirit  and  in  truth,  an  engagement 
by  which  he  holds  Ids  throne.  And  may 
the  general  sentiuient  of  the  country  be 
ever  asserted,  in  the  maintenance  of  uur 
happy  constitution,  as,  blessed  be  God, 
it  has  been  by  our  present  venerable  and 
beloved  monarcii. 

^Ve  must  now  direct  our  attention  to  tiie 
nature  itself  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church; 
and  here  an  important  consideration  will 
arise  as  to  the  alteratio.j  whieli  its  doctrines 
and  tenets  may  have  undergone.  The 
nature  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  is 
to  be  collected  from  the  decrees  of  its  coun- 
cils, and  from  the  articles  of  its  faith; 
among  the  most  important  of  which,  as 
relating  to  the  present  subject,  are  to  be 
enumerated : 

1.  The  belief  in  the  supreme  authority  of 
the  see  of  Rome. 
'2.  The  doctrine  of  absolution. 
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8.  'J'lio  refusal  on  tlu;  |)artorit>  mjmbci>» 
Id  keep  failli  willi  Ijnctics. 

lU'spcfiintr  tlu>  lirsL  ol'  tliesci  articles  the 
peculiar  (•uij;a<,'(  lucnls  rcijuiivd  both  of  tlu! 
priests  and  laity  clearly  demonstrate  that 
IIk;  f;rand  object  of  the  Ivoiuau  Catholic 
church  is  to  establish  the  c(jnuectiou  bt;- 
Iween  the  spiritual  inllueuce  of  tlu;  holy 
see  and  its  temporal  power  and  dominion. 
The  oath  taken  by  every  Uoman  Catholic 
bislioj)  is  a  convincing  [)roof  of  this  asser- 
tion. 

"  I,  \.  from  this  time  forward,  will  be 
faithful  and  obedient  to  my  lord  the  popu 
and  his  successors.  'I'he  counsels  with 
which  they  trust  me  I  uill  not  disclose  to 
any  man,  to  the  hurt  of  the  pope  or  his  suc- 
cessors. 1  will  assist  them  to  retain  the 
popedom  and  the  royalties  of  St.  Peter 
against  all  men.  I  will  carefully  preserve, 
defend,  and  promote,  the  riishts,  honours,  pri- 
t'ileges,  and  auth.oritjfj  of  the.  Pope.  1  will 
not  be  in  any  counsel,  deed,  or  treaty,  in 
which  rmy  thing  prejudicial  to  the  person, 
rights,  or  power,  of  thu  pope  is  contrived; 
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ind  if  I  sh;dl  kiicnv  any  such  thinoH  treated 
of  by  anjf  hhowsoevvr,  I  will  (to  the  utmost 
of  my  pawn)  hinder  them,  and  with  all 
possible  spied  siirnify  ijicin  to  the  pope. 
I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  powej-,  observe 
the  pope's  commuiuh,  and  make  others  ob- 
serve them.  I  will  jmj>ufrn  and  persecute 
heretics  and  lebels  to  \\\y  lord  tlie  pope,  kc." 
A  saving  clause  of  fidclily  to  the  sovereign, 
has  been  since  omitted. 

An  obligation  more  lirm  than  this  is  not 
easily  to  be  imagined  ;  the  extent  of  which 
cannot  be  ascertained  bv  the  fair  reasonino- 
of  a  common  Protestant  unacquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
and  the  nature  of  its  doctrines  ;  it  can  be 
determined  alone  bvan  intimate  knowledo-o 
of  the  iVame,  construction,  and  desicrns,  of 
that  church,  and  of  the  various  and  im- 
portant events  which  have  taken  their  rise 
from  these  circumstances,  not  only  in  ages 
more  remote,  but  during  the  course  of  later 
years. 

We  shall   therefore   materially  eluci'Jat? 
this  pait  of  the  subject  by  a  refer*  -.<■?.  to 
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some  of  the  Standard  canons  and  authorities 
ol  the  rhurcli  oj'  Konio,  and  by  a  compari- 
son ol"  these  with  tlie  doctrines  received, 
ackno\v!(>doed,  and  acted  npon,  in  modern 
limes;  tV(jni  whence  it  will  indisjmtably 
be  proved,  tliat  no  assertion  was  ever  more 
correct,  tlian  that  of  a  zealous  member  ot' 
the  Roman  Catholic  churcli,  Mr.  Plowden, 
in  a  publication  entitled  "The  Case  Stated," 
(\yd<iv  17).  "  If  any  one  sa.ys,  or  pretends 
to  insinuate,  that  the  modern  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, who  are  the  objects  of  the  late 
bounty  of  parliament,  dilFer  in  one  iota 
from  their  predecessors,  he  is  either  de- 
ceived himself,  or  he  wishes  to  deceive 
others.  Semper  cadcm  is  not  less  empha- 
tically descriptive  of  our  religion  than  of 
our  jurisprudence." 

I;et  us  first  examine  the  ceh^brated  bull, 
repeated  yearly  at  Rome,  on  the  Thursday 
m  Passion  Week,  in  which  we  shall  find  the 
followino-  passage :  "We  excommunicate  and 
curse  all  Hussites,  Wieklitlites,  Lutherans, 
Zwinglians,  Calvinists,  Ihigonots,  and  he- 
retics ;  ami  whosoever  shall  receive,  defend, 
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or  favour,  tiiem."     Surelv  from  this  i)nssao-c 
arises  the  iiieconcilabie  ditiicultv  of  bcin" 
at  once  a  good  Papist  and  a,  ocxkI  subject 
to   a    Protestant   sovereign.      Aoain,    it   is 
stated,    in  the  great  council  of  l.ateran,   in 
the   time  of  Innocent  III.   and  inserted  in 
tlie  body  of  canons  by  (Gregory  IX.   "  That 
s()me  seculars  have  attcmj)ted  to  usurj)  too 
far  upon  the  sacred  rights,   when  they  have 
required     ecclesiastics,    who    have    nothing 
temporal  in  their  character,  to  take  an  oath 
of  fidelity.     A\'e  therefore  })rohibit,   by  tiie 
authority    of    a    sacred    council,     all    snch 
priests  from  taking  oaths  to  secular  autho- 
rities in  such  manner."     It  is  added  also  by 
bmocent  HI.    "That,  in  case  of  an   oath 
being  taken,  as  a  security  against  conspiracy, 
they  were  not  so  bound   by  that  oatii  but 
that  they  might  stand  against   the   ])rincc 
(to  whom  they  had  so  sworn)   in   the  lawful 
defence  of  the  rights  and   honours   of  the 
church  and  their  own."     And  again,  in  the 
great  Lateran  council,  as  the  Komanists  call 
it,  in  1215,  it  is  declared,  "  'i'hat  the  pope 
may  depose   kings,    absolve  their  snbi<>ct>- 


'•■•4 


38 


OliSERV  ATIONS  ON   TFIL 


iVoni    iIuMr  oaths  of  allegiance,    and    give 
away  their  Kiiii;ooms."     This  great  council 
IS  confessed,  by  ])r.  Troy,  the  titular  biidiop 
of   i)ul)lin,    to   carry  all   the   weight  of  a 
council,  in  the  same  council  (which  is  also 
conlirined    by  the  council    of  Trent)   it  is 
dccland,    "  All    are    excommunicated,   ot 
w1k!L  degree  soever,  whether  regal,  imperial, 
Sec.   who  impose  any  tax  on  ecclesiastics 
without    express   license  from   the   pope, 
(e\  I  n  though  they  may  be  willing  to  pay  it,) 
and  this  innnunity  is  declared  to  be  "  esta- 
blished  by  the  ordinance  of  God  and  the 
sanctions  of  the  canons."     It  is  also  stated, 
in   the  bull  of  Sixtus  V.   1.585,  "  That  the 
authority  given  to  St.  Peter  and  his  succes- 
sors, by  the  immense  power  of  the  Eternal 
King,  excels  all  power  of  earthly  kings:    il 
passes  uncontroulable  sentence  upon  them 
all."     These  then  are  the  old  and  establish- 
ed iloetrincs  of  the  church  of  Rome,  pro- 
niulgat((l    by    the     authority    of    general 
councils,  and  of  the  infallible  church,   and 
IV  ros.irily  received  as  genuine,  and  consi- 
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dcrcd     as     obligatory    by    every     Jvonian 
Catholic. 

Have  the  Romanists  in  Great  J'.ritain,  in 
one  single  instance,  produced  an  authen- 
ticated repeal  and  disavowal  of  such  tenets 
which  has  been  authorized  by  the  pope,  by 
the  church,  by  general  councils,  or  by  their 
own  unanimous  vote  and  recantation. 

*'  Once  for  all,  be  it  permitted  here  to 
consider  how  partial  and  inadequate  any 
other  appeal  than  that  to  the  aiticles  and 
canons  of  the  church  of  Rome  must  be,  as 
to  the  questions  agitated  concerning  the 
doctrines  maintained  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics. What  the  doctrines  of  any  church, 
as  such,  are,  can  be  known,  so  as  to  he  relied 
upon,  only  by  its  articles  and  canons.  They 
are  the  code  of  its  legislation  ;  and  though, 
as  in  every  other  code,  there  may  be  points 
which  may  be  suffered  to  lie  dormant,  in- 
terpreted occasionally  with  lenity,  or  wished 
abrogated  by  individuals,  still,  whilst  the 
letter  of  the  statute  subsists  unaltered,  it  i,> 
m  force,  and  nothing  but  the  formal  repr«], 
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by  the  competent  power,  annuls  it." — Ro- 
berts's Review,  page  46. 

Jt  shall,  however,  be  attempted  satisfac- 
toril}-  to  shew,  Ironi  modern  authorities  and 
modern  practice,  that  as  lirm  an  adherence 
to  all  these  tenets  exists  amonij;  the  j)resent 
Romanists  as  in  the  most  bigoted  times  of 
antiquity.  To  establish  -whicli  let  Mr. 
C.  ])ut!ir's  work  b(^  n  lerred  to  ;  where,  in 
an  observation  on  the  well-known  refusal  to 
allow  ijie  pope  a  pow(M'  of  new-modelling 
the  church  of  Francr,  in  conformity  with 
the  Concordat,  Avith  Ruonaparte,  he  expres- 
ses himself  as  follows: 

"'i'he  ecclesiastical  division  of  France,  by 
the  Pope  and  Buonaparte,  has  not  been  ac- 
quiesced in  by  some  of  theGallican  prelates: 
they  a])})ear  much  perplexed  between  alle- 
giance to  the  Bourbons  and  duty  to  the 
po|)e.  In  defence  of  their  conduct,  they 
invoke  the  canons  of  the  church,  which,  in 
the  strongest  and  most  explicit  terms,  de- 
clare it  unlawful  to  impose  a  new  bishop  to 
the  see  of  any  bishop  who  i-.  alive  and  has 
not  resigned,  or  been  canonically  deposed 
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trom  its  see.  Their  appeal  to  the  canons 
must  be  decided  in  their  favour,  if  the  case 
should  be  tried  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  the 
ecclesiastical  polity  of  the  llonian  Catholic 
church.  Jkit,  at  the  time  we  stjcak  of,  no 
sentence,  I'oundod  on  their  rules,  could  be 
carried  into  execution.  Such  was  the  ex- 
traordinary stale  of  things,  that  nothing 
short  of  the  dominium  altt^um,  or  the  right  of 
providing  for  extraordinary  cases  by  ex- 
traordinary acts  of  authority,  could  be 
exerted  with  etlect :  and  that  dominimn 
alt^uin,  in  the  spiritual  concerns  of  the 
church,  the  vcnerabh,'  prelates  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  their  own  principles,  deny  to 
the  successors  of  St.  Peter."  —  A  connected 
Scries  of  the  chief  Revolutions  in  the  Empire 
of  Charlemagne,  by  Charles  Butler,  Esq. 
(page  225.) 

Farther  document's  extrucK.d  from  Dr. 
Milner's  Pa^^toral  Letters,  and  from  other 
high  Roman  Catholic  authorities,  seem 
highly  important;  they  areas  follow: 

"  A  dieu  ne  plaise,  monsiegneur,  qui  j'in- 
treprenne  ici  I'apologie  dc.">  seuls  cveques 
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legi times  dc  Fnmcc,  (niraninrr  tho  FrtMicli 
Ilishops  nho  liavc  not  given  up  their  sees). 

"  Pie  VJI.  par  lu  ibrmation  tie  I'Eglise 
Concord  a  tai  re,  a,  en  cflet,  revoque  les  brcfs 
dc  son  predeeesseur  et  adniis  les  principes 
fondamcnteaux  de  la  constitution  civile  du 
cJerge."  —  Dcfcme  du  Ckrge,  <^c.  pur  I' Abbe 
Blanclianl,  Juin  27,  1808,  page  23. 

Other  strong  assertions,  in  these  and 
other  works,  bei.ig  urged  against  Pius  VII. 
Dr.  Milner  (Pastoral  Letters,  page  11)  as 
Bishop  of  Castabala,  says,  «  Do  not  your 
ears,  dear  brethren,  tingle  with  horror  at 
bearing  such  impious  as  well  as  schisma- 
tical  language  from  French  priests?  and 
would  you  not  have  supposed  that  I  was 
repeating  to  you  the  infuriate  invectives  of 
Martin  Luther  against  Leo  X.  ?  Yet  these 
men  were  once  highly  respectable  before 
angels  as  well  as  men,  in  quality  of  con- 
tessors  of  the  faith.** 

*'  Nor  can  I  persnade  myself  that  the 
greater  part  of  these  victims  of  honour  and 
loyalty,  tiic  emigrant  nobility  and  gentry 
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ol  France,  will  agree  to  forfeit  the  glorious 
and  consoling  title  of  Catholic,  fioni  any 
party  or  luunan  respect  wliutcvcr." — ffjid. 
page  16". 

"  But  this  method  4if  appeatini;-  from  the 
living  .spcu/iiiig  uutlwrity  of  the  church  to 
their  own  false  positions  and  pitiful  so- 
phisms, which  Luther  and  all  other  heretics 
and  schismatics  necessarily  have  liad  re- 
course to,  has  been  uniformly  protested 
against  by  her  illustrious  fathers  and  doc- 
tors."— Ibid,  page  18. 

"  Tlie  faith  and  unity  of  the  Catholic 
church  being  a  common  concern,  to  attack 
it  in  any  one  member  is  to  attack  it  in  the 
whole  body." — Ibid,  page  24. 

"  I  caution  you  jiot  to  permit  l'Abb6 
P.  L.  Blanchard  and  the  Abbe  M.  Gaschet 
to  administer  or  receive  any  sacrament."— 
Ibid,  page  1G. 

*'  The  grand  jnunorlalizing  principle  of 
the  Catljolic  church  is  that  living  speaking 
tribunal  for  deciding  all  controversies.  This 
tribunal  is  the  clear  audible  voice  of  jier 
supreme  head  and  her  oilier  chief  pastors. 
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hy  this  living  authority  all  disputos  among 
Ca^Iiolics  have  ever  been  scttlrd  :  whilst 
sectaries  always  app(?al  to  a  (load  letter, 
whether  of  seriptun-  or  of  eeclesiastieal 
decisions,  as  interpreted  by  themselves." — 
Bishop  nf  Casfdha/d's  Si/iip/onenf,  page  7. 

"  IJnv  eglise  anssi  completement  as- 
scrvie  nc  pent  etre  I'enlise  de  Jesus  Christ, 
dont  la  liberte  est  inseparable.  Cette  verite 
iVaj)pe  Ics  esprits.  Nous  I'avons  cntendue 
cxposer,  dans  la  ehoire  evangelique,  avec 

autant  dc  solidile  (pio  d  elocpience." Ei- 

iractfrom  Abbe  IManclinrd's  L'Etnf  Politique 
et  Rdigiaix  dc  la  France,  ^yc.  par  I'Aafcur  de 
la  Controvcrse  Pariji(/uc,  1806,  page  4.33. 

Another  work,  conceived  to  be  by  th(? 
same  author,  intituled,  "  Observations  sur 
1h  Lettre  dc  I'lncpiisition,  Sec."  page  17, 
contains  the  following  extract: — "  II  faut 
rclairer  les  pasteurs,  tant  sur  erreurs  (juc 
sur  les  dangers  du  concordat,  pour  eclairer 
par  eux  Ic  peuple  nieme.  Mais  il  nous 
parail  impossible  de  I'attatiuer  avec  succ^s, 
tauL  (ju'on  en  respecte  I'autcur.  Attaquer 
la  transaction,  et  nienager  cclui  d'oi'i   elle 
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emane,  ce  sunt  deux  clioses  contradictoires 
d«iis  le  terincs/' 

Some  of  the  Roman  Catlu.lics,  howccr, 
liave  asserted,  that  the  authority  claimed  by 
the  pope  over  the  laity  is  only  of  a  spiri- 
tual nature  and  that  it  can  in  no  decree  inter- 
fere  with  their  duties  of  allegiance.  It  is  well 
and  ably  stated,  by  that  great  man.  Lord 
Clarendon,  in  his  uorK,  entitled  "Animad- 
versions upon  St.  Cressy's Imputation  refuted 
and  retorted,  of  fanaticism,  fanatically  im- 
puted to  the  Catholic  church,"  by  Dr.  Stil- 
lingfleet,  at  p.  244.  See  also,  two  follow- 
ing pages,— "They  who  insist  on  his  (the 
pope's)  having  a  spiritual  power,  as  most 
of  the  moderate  Catholics  do,  without  ima- 
gining it  can,  in  the  least,  lessen  their  af- 
fection and  loyalty  to  the  king,  which  they 
do  really  intend  to  preserve  inviolable,  must 
as  clearly  explain  and  defme  what  they  un- 
derstand that  spiritual  power  to  be,  which 
may  otherwise  be  extended  as  far  as  the  as- 
sertors  of  his  temporal  and  spiritual  power  in- 
tend them  to  extend ;  nor,  in  truth,  can  they 
be  secure  of  their  own  innocence,   of  which 
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tlioy  think  thomsclvrs  in  possession,  until 
tliry  tully  know,  Tn^ni  those  who  entangle 
thnm  with  distinctions,  wliat  the;  spiritniil 
pow(T  is,  and  what  submission  they  arc 
bound  to  pay  to  it,  whirh,  sreininsj  to  be 
some  obli«Tation  upon  their  conscirnco,  it  is 
fit  they  may  be  sure  it  cannot  involve  them 
in  actions  contrary  to  their  duties,  which 
they  can  hardly  be  sure  of,  and  U'ss  satisfy 
others,  till  they  absolnt«^ly  disclaim  any 
power  to  be  in  him  at  all,  with  rel'erence  to 
England/' 

On  this  subjects  we  may  refer  to  the  lan- 
l^uage  of  Mr.  ]5utler,  (j).  '225.)  in  consider- 
ing the  power  of  the  poj)(^  to  transfer  allegi- 
ance ;  from  which  it  will  aj)pear,  how  truly 
the  spiritual  power  ineUidcs  the  tem[)oral. 

An  accurate  observer  of  our  nature,  who 
lias  attended  to  the  springs  and  motives  of 
Ijuman  actions,  will  soon  discover  that  those 
persons,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  religious 
direction,  have  once  gained  an  inriuence  over 
the  mind  of  man,  have  no  difficulty  in  direc- 
ting every  feeling  and  action  in  the  common 
concerns  of  life. 
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A  t^triking  instance  of  the  discretionary 
judgement  allowed  to  be  exercised  in 
the  time  of  Queen  Elixabetli  is  related  by 
Ilolingshed,  where  Campion  says,  "  Shu 
is  my  lawful  cpieen,  and  [  obey  iier ;"  but 
being  asked,  by  some  j)erson8,  supposing 
the  pope  connnanded  the  contrary,  replied 
~  "  'I'hey  nuist  not  so  deeply  enter  into  his 
<onscience." 

r.ut  this  influence  is  strengthened  ami  con- 
famed,  to  almost  an  unlimited  extent,  l)y 
the  important  power  of  absolution,  as  pro- 
fessed and  acknowledged  by  the  Komanists, 
who  consider  it  not  merely  as  declaratory 
but  judicial.  Hence  arises  the  most  pow- 
erful and  irresistable  influence  over  the  tern- 
poral  concerns  of  their  votaries. 

When  to  this  amazing  power  are  added 
the  consequences  arising  from  spiritual  in- 
terference  in  marriage,  the  lucrative  traffic 
in  indulgences,  the  accession  of  sacerdotal 
importance,  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
extreme  unction  and  masses  for  the  dead. 
no  hesitation  can  arise  respecting  the  abso- 
lute and   uncontroulable  dominion  such  au 
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reliiiion  must  po«iscss,  even  in  the  common 
ornirrrnces  of  life. 

Hut,  if  wr  proriTfl  still  farther  m  our 
inquiry,  if  we  exatnine  the  events  w  »ieii 
have  happened  withm  tiie  e()ni[)ass  of  ojr 
ownreniemi)ranee,  we  shall  find,  that,  when 
a  violent  eliauge  in  the  jvovi'vnnient  has 
taken  [)laee  (as  in  Franee)  that  the  Papal 
power,  from  politieal  motives  alone,  has 
leiralizcd  such  usurpation  hy  crowning 
the  usur[)er,  and  by  new  modeilinu;  the 
Galliean  church  according  to  tlie  will 
and  fancy  of  iIk'  rei<,nrmg  monarch  We 
shall  also  find  that,  in  England,  lioman 
Catholic  bishoi)S  and  priests  liave  depri- 
ved of  their  lunctions  other  priests,  who 
have  eomi)lained  *  of  the  injustice  of 
such  proeeedinos,  and  have  retained  their 
alleiziance  to  tlu'  form  of  the  antient 
church  and  government.  Can  it  then  be 
asserted,  that  the  Roman  claims  of  supre- 
macy do  not   atiect  the    allegiance  of  the 

*  Vide  Pastoral  Letter  of  Jolin,  Bishop  of  Castabala, 
V.  A.  addressed  to  all  the  Catholic  CI'  '-sy  of  the  Midland 
District,  p.  2t>. 
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>i'l>|ect  -     Or  sliail    we   In-    accused    of  hi- 
,i;<'lr3    and   dlilx  rality  in    c()ncllldin^^    from 
nirsf    lads,    ijiat,    in    ea>e    of  aiiv    danner 
tiiicatemiio    llu-  l'|•ote^(ant  governnu  at,  ihu 
pniiciplcs  of  tin;    no:u.,n   Catholics    would 
naturally  promote   disallection  among  their 
followers  r     And   in   this    and    every   other 
instance  it  should  bo  noticed,    tlial  it  is  the 
attachment  to  Kome  and  the  supremacy*  of 
Ihe  church  in  all  its  decisions   which  i.  the 
original  cause  of  the  mischief.     The  danger 
arising,   to  gross    minds,    \h)ui  absolution,!' 
being    considered     jndicial,    must    be   very 
[»alpable;     innumerable    instances    in    iIk^ 
course  of  the  Irish  rebellion  have  occurred  : 
it  has  b(>en  ascertained,  that  absolution  was 
then  extended    to   act>    of    rebellion    even 
about  to  b(!  connmlted  ! 
A  very  strong  argument,  to  prove  the  un- 

*  \'i(l«'  \\w  Supiilemt'iit   Id   it    J'asioial   [.otter  ot'  the 
liiyhl  Itcv.,K.hn  l'.is|i(.|)  1)1'  ('astabala,  \  .  A.  p.  8. 

t  "  A  licvitw  ot'thi'  I'ohcv  and  in'riihai  Doctriiiesof 
ilic  Modern  Chinch  of  Roiiif."  Hy  the  Ucv.  P.  Roberts, 
i>.  d'i,  o7.     L.  \V  iUiaiiis,  1 1,  Strand. 
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controulable  power  and  influence  of  the  Ko- 
man  Catholic  principles,  arises  from  the  late 
memorablceonduet  of  Dr.  iSlilner, respecting 
the  Veto   proposed    to   be    allowed   ro   the 
king  on  the  appointment  of  Roman  Catho- 
lic bishops.     It  will  not  be    disputed   that 
he  authoiised  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  Mr. 
Grattan   to  make  tl.c  otfer,  on  the  part   of 
the    Roman    Catholics,    in    each   house    of 
parliament ;  it   is  due  to  his  character  as  a 
gentleman   not   to  doubt  it ;  he   must  also 
have  been  aware  of  the  ready  and  thankful 
acquiescence,    on    the  part   of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  in   his   proposals  respecting  the 
concessions   to    i)e    nuule    in   their   favour. 
No    one  of   a  candid  mind    can    suppose, 
that  a  reverend  person,  present  during  the 
debates,    could   })ermit  a  statement  to  he 
made  in  his  name   to   which   he  did  not  as- 
sent :    of  his   fair   intentions  no    doubt   is 
•leant  to  be  entertained  ;  witli    the   subse- 
'•   ent  proceedings  we  are  acquainted,  that 
tne  whole  Roman  Catholic  body,  in  Ireland, 
;ii    ;.ur  grand  meeting,  on  the  14th   Sept. 
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1808,*  declared  their  unanimous  refusal  to 
make   the   saeriHce  ;  (a  sacrifice  not  at   all 
interferino  Avith  the  pope's  spiritual  convey- 
ance of  ordination  ;)  and   in  such  declara- 
tion J)r.  M.  offers  no  apology  to  the  houses 
of  parliament  or  to  the  British  public,  who 
were  imposed  upon  by  the  offers,  but  con- 
tents himself  with  saying,  that  the  proposal 
itself  was  nugatory,    "  and  that   he  would 
shed  the  last  drop  of  his   blood  rather  than 
consent  that  the  king  should  have  any  intlu- 
ence,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  appointment 
of  Roman  Catholic  bishops  !"f  after  which 
he  was  again  elected  their  agent  to   super- 
intend their  proceedings  in  England.    Thus, 
therefore,    the   Roman   Catholic    age-^t    in 
England   makes     a   proposition     which   is 
thought  to  convey  a  security,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  granting  farther  privileges  and  con- 
cessions is  debated  on  that  view  of  the  sub- 

*  Vide  Irish  Magazine,  Sept.  1809,  pages  449  to  454. 
See  also  the  late  Declaration  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catlio- 
lic  Clersfv. 

t  "  Tour  ia  Ireland/'  2d  Edition,  p.  309. 
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]vc{  ;  a  dcclaraliois  against  tlic  Ico-ality  ol 
Mit'h  a  proposition  l)cing  drauii  up  hy  the 
auiiiornv  oTtlic  i\iass  of  Roman  Catholics, 
tl)*^  agent  (uclan's,  first,  that  tlie  proposition 
whie!)  he  (.lioied  was  compietely  nugatory, 
—anil  next,  that  hewouhl  on  no  account  al- 
h)\v  1.  iic  kniLi;  to  have  any  intinencc,  direct  or 
irulireet,  in  the  appointment  of  the  bi- 
shops. Thus  tlicn  tlie  members  of  the  ilo- 
nian  Cathohc  clunch  at  tins  present  period 
uili  not  allow  the  trifling  security  we  rc- 
(luire,  in  return  lor  the  privileges  and 
power  they  so  imj^eriously  demand  :  the 
conclusion  is  surely  obvious  ;  that,  what- 
ever cnnci'^sions  they  niav  be  inclined 
for  a  moment  to  propose,  the  constant 
atid  nnabated  intluence  oi'  the  Roman 
Cathohc  (lo;irines  on  their  mind, — the 
powerful  domination  of  these  principles 
(to  which  they  Ijrar  an  attachment  as  unal- 
teral)h'  as  \\\c  piinciples  themselves  are  pro- 
fessed to  be)  on  their  coiuluct,  must  threaten 
With  certain  dcstruclion  our  establishment 
of  church  and  state,  il  it  is  once  deprived 
of  its  aiitjcnt  and  api)roved    saleguards,    if 
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the  barri<"is  between  itself  and  its  inij)laca- 
bie  aiul  unchangeable  enemies  are  removed 
and  dissolved. 

Before  the  subject  of  tlieX'c-to  is  dismissed, 
it  may  not  be  im|)roper  to  nvuy  liow  very 
little  rea!  security  it  would  ;itlunl  to  the 
crown  ;  the  intention  of  the  jH'oposal 
was  to  enable  the  crown  to  prevent 
the  admission  of  disloyal  persons  to  the 
episcopal  bench:  even  if  this  point  Avas 
gained,  can  it  be  contended,  that  the  prin- 
cii?  >f  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  from 
w  lie   danger,  aiul,  in  some  eases,    the 

disloyalty,  result,  Avould  not  act  with  their 
genuine  intiuence  on  {.he  minds  and  con- 
duct of  the  general  mass  of  Uoman  Catho- 
lic .-  But  what  reliance  can,  in  these 
times,  be  placed  on  the  steady  fittachment 
of  any  Romish  prelate  or  ecclesiastic  to  an 
iieretical  establishment,  in  opposition  to  the 
claims  and  do.'trines  of  Rome?  In  truth,  the 
rejection  of  the  \'eto,  on  the  part  of  the 
Uoman  Catholics,  evinces  the  arrogant  ore- 
tensions  and  j)rinciples  of  that  church  ; 
(epecially   when   we   consider  that,  as  vct^ 
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they  are  but  petitioners)  hut,  even  if  granted, 
\vc  eannot  reasonably  supjMj.^e  tJiat  it  would 
atVord  a  shadow  of  seeurity. 

In  defence  of  the   proposal  to  adn.it  the 
Roman  Catholies  into  j)arlianient,    and    to 
places   of    political    power   and    trust,    the 
chief  reason    lU'ged    is    groumled    on    their 
numbers:  it  is  nut  here  intended  to  make  a 
stat(Miient    of    their     real    numbers,    whieli 
could   not,  without  direct  authority,  be  sa- 
tisfactory.    It  lias,  however,  been  asserted, 
in  a  very  respectable  (puirter,  tlrat,  accord- 
ing to  the  eompiirative  population  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  the  nund)ers  contained  in 
a  house  in  on(^  of  the  best  inhabited  parts 
of  Ireland,  and  the  numbers  of  Protestants 
and     Uonum     Catholics    received     at    the 
Foundling-IIospital,    the    Roman    Catholic 
population   cannot  be  any  thing  near  four 
millions,  nor  indeed  so  high  as  two-thirds  of 
the    Irish   population.     Those,  indeed,  who 
apprehend  danger  from  extending  favours 
towards  them,  as  tending  to  increase  their 
political    conse(iuen.ee,     draw     from     their 
nuiiibers  an  argument  against  granting  fur- 


Tin, 


T?OMAN  CATHOLIC  QUESTION' 


55 


nvon  if  granted, 
>c  tluit  it  would 

ul  to  ad  111  it  the 
iimciit,    and    to 
and    trust,   the 
mdcd    on    their 
iided  to  make  a 
umbers,   whieli 
luthority,  be  sa- 
',  been  asserted, 
^r,  th.at,  aeeovd- 
idation  of  EnLi- 
crs  contained  in 
inhabited  parts 
s  of  Protestants 
?ceived     at    tlie 
loman    Cathohc 
thinjj  near  four 
as  two-thirds  of 
jse,  indeed,  who 
; tending  favours 
to  increase  their 
aw     from     their 
nst  granting  fur- 


ther fa\o^rs;  but  the  utmost  force  whieii 
can  be  allowed  to  the  o[)po^itt'  molr  of 
argument  is  this,  that  the  numbers  (which 
on  every  side  are  admitted  to  be  very  con- 
siderable) entitle  any  petition  on  their 
behalf  to  strict  attention  :  the  ultimate 
question  will  be,  how  the  public  good  can 
be  best  j)romot('d  ?  Their  claims  from  num- 
bers alone  mav  be  met  by  the  distinct  decla- 
ration ol'  their  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt,  "That 
he  allowed  no  claim  whatever  as  to  right; 
and  that  it  was  oidy  irom  expediency,  and 
for  conciliation,  that  tiie  measure  eouid  be 
a  moment  justified  in  his  opinion."  Mr. 
Pitt  adds,  "  lie  (Mr.  Fox)  seems  to  consi- 
der that  there  is  only  a  shade  of  difference 
between  the  ex})ediency  and  the  right ; 
Avhereas  my  view  ef  the  difference  is  fund.-- 
mental :  I  consider  right  as  independent  of 
circumstances.  With  reo^jd  to  the  ad- 
mission  of  tJie  Catholics  to  franchises,  to 
the  elective  franchise,  or  to  any  of  those  posts 
and  offices  which  have  been  alluded  to,  1  view 
all  these  points  as  distinctions  to  be  given, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  person  who  is  to  po. - 
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scsstlicin  "uit  'or  tlu^  sukc  ol'  to  public, 
loiMvIios:  riR'lit  liiry  wcvc  croatrd,  and  for 
■whose  ;i(!vant.an;(^  tluv  arc  to  IxMWcrcisrd."^'^ 
And  it  liiuM  i)falio\vr(l,  tliat,ir  their  numbers 
.i»ave  thcni  a  rlaini  of  rinhi  to  |,r  adnutted 
to  j)ower,  lliey  won  hi  also  entitle  them  to 
a  pr()\i-.i()ii  lor  their  niinislers;  but,  il"  num- 
ber^  <;ive  tliis  double  claim,  it  would  bo 
liaru  indeed  that  (,ther  sects,  if  harmless 
ill  tlieir  tent.  Is,  should  not  also  have  a  |)ro- 
visit)n:  but  to  allow  this  would  at  once  i)iit 
an  end  to  any  notion  of  an  established 
ehurrlt,  tile  exclusive  prox  i>ion  for  which 
(except  ill  M)me>>liviht  jiarticulars  elsewhere 
alludt  d  to;  is  considi  redi  i)y  every  person  as 
csseuiial  to  an  <stabli<Innent :  a  double  cs- 
laDiislaiKMit  i>  im})racticabl(\  and  numbers 
alo.c  can  never  afford  auy  well-founded 
<hnni  to  admissibility  into  places  of  trust 
and  power;  the  iiiucss  of  the  grant  must 
entirely  depend  on  the  benelit  to  be  therc- 
i)y  produced    to   the  community    at    laroe 


■    \i.!o  KiMiigton-s  .Ann.  llcg.  1801,  p.  1,^4,  13j  ;   ami 
«L'')I.1)<,:U\  ]*.!rliamcntiuy  Debates  \K>5,  p,  loit. 
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■Hid  the  security  or  lulvanlagc  to  be  derived 

lo  the  Stat". 

In  eouMiiering  the  claims  of  the  Tiomaii 
Catholics  111  Ireland  to  extension  of  j)ri- 
vdeg(  s,  we  t)i!olif  not  to  ov(>rl()ok  those  of 
the  h(.testants,  in  that  country,  to  tli(>  secu- 
rity o!"  what  tiiey  already  possess  ;  they  are, 
I  think,  on  many  accoujits  entitled  to  the 
uratitude  and  attention  ot"  their  !Vot(>srani 
hrethren  in  Creat  liritain  ;  it  nuiy  be  de- 
Mral)le  to  state  a  lew  instaiu-es,  wiiic.h  tend 
tt>  shew,  that  they  iwc  the  very  |)ai't  of  the 
li'i^h  population  luost  subj(Hn.  to  a  stat(^  of 
persecution  :  th(»  removal  from  oHice  of  Mr. 
(dHard.*  for  (Acrcising  his  rinht  of  petition- 
ing against  the  Uoinan  Catholic  claims;  the 
([uasliing.  by  tlie  late  ministry,  a  bill  to  en- 
force residence  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  of 
Ireland,  although,  in  England,  one  had  just 
passed  for  that  very  |)urp()se,  and  such  a 
hill  was  a  hundred-fold  more  retpiisite  in 
Ireland  ;  the  supcM'ioiity  of  weight  which 
tlieir  greater  numbers  nuist  necessarily  oivc 

*  i:^cc  tlic  case  of  his  son  Miisg.  Vol.  I.  p.  :!04. 
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th',^  Koman  C  atliolKis,  td  a  certain  extent . 
and  the  ilisLunnruMianee  shewn  on  all  hitc 
occasions  to  any  zeal  for  the  I'rote.stant 
cause;  nnist  convince  all  uho  are  in  heart 
attached  to  that  cause,  that,  unless  it  \n: 
bettc"  suj)porte{l,  much  less  if  it  he  larther 
weak<nied,  Ireland  must  soon  he  snhjected 
to  all  thi;  horrors  of  a  rcnevved  ])()pish  pre- 
donnnanej.  To  admit  tiie  prosjjcet  of 
such  horrors  is  dreadful;  and,  if  thv3  huniano 
mind  recurs  to  the  histories  of  similar 
revolutions, it  must  slnink  hack  with  dismay, 
and  sooner  suhinit  to  any  national  calamity 
than  withdraw  that  protection  from  the 
ioyal  protcstunts  of  Ireland  which  their 
fidelity  has  so  well  deserved,  and  whicii  it  is 
our  interest  as  Avell  as  our  dutv,  on 
every  principle  of  justice,  gratitude,  and 
symj)athy,  to  extend  to  them,  and  now  most 
peculiarly,  when,  confiding  in  the  protection 
of  the  united  parliament,  the  Protestants  ot 
Ireland  have  suhmitted  their  fate  so  much 
into  the  hands  of  others.  A  few  instances 
are  suhjoined  in  the  Appendix,  proving 
liow  little  effect  can   he  hoped  from  corici- 
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iiation,  and  tendi  it:,  tu  bhew  the  discourag- 
n)ent  given  even  to  the  nioist  distinguished 
loyalty  of  the  Protestants.* 

'J'hi  las«  sul)j»>et  intended  to  be  considered 
was,  the  Lfood  likely  to  arise  from  granting 
farther  concessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics. 
On  the  liaxa''!  to  which  the  church-esta- 
blislnne-it  'n!;^  iius  be  subjected;  the  com- 
plete tole;ati<  1  which  the  Roman  Catholics 
r(-\v  injoy;  and  the  violation  of  the  j)rinci- 
piesoi'ihe  devolution,  and,  indeed,  of  every 
lundamcMital  principle  of  the  liritish  consti- 
tution, which  fantier  concessions  to  the 
Konian  Catholics  would  involve:  observa- 
tions have  already  Ijcen   olfcred. 

It  remains  to  be  considered,  what  pro- 
bability t\\vi-c  is  of  satisfying  the  llomau 
Catholic  body,  by  gra.iUng  what  they  ask: 

Secondly.  VV  hether  the  priests  are  likely 
to  be  contented:    and, 

Lastly.  What  prospect  there  is  that  Ire- 
land would  be  freed  from  discontent,  and 
the  real  situation  to  whicli  the  Protestants 

*  bee  Appendix,  p.  83. 
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tilt  re,  ever  llic /irm,  s(  rii(Mi(Is   to   llieunion 
villi  (ircjif   l)ril;iii>,  u  ill  \)v  reduced? 

^^  luit  ill'-  l{oi,;;m  (';Mii<»||e>  now  jj^k  I« 
Un'  adiui-sion  (o  |).irli;iineut,  and  to  ;di 
pjnr-rs  ol"  powi  i  iiiid   tiUNt. 

To  till'    hi;:li('st    orders  the    jiossessioii  of 
fitu'li    ohjeels    must    !).•    uintiiyin^  ;    l)ul    t(» 
tli(^  l(»<T  orders,   ujuit   >iit islaction   will   it- 
Mdt  troiu  sueli  pi  ivileo('s   l)eiii<:  ohtaiiied  l)v 
the  sii|)eri(M-s  ol  iJH'ii- pcisuasion,  unless  tliev 
den\t-  ^ollle  advaulaucs  tVoiii  it  tlu-iux-lves ; 
and  what    alter.itiou    in    their  eoiidition  i>  ii 
tliat  they  n  (juin' r     Tliev  have  now  the  Inil 
power  of  ji('(|uiiinii    property  of  all  deseiip- 
tions,  cxcej)l    in   corporations:     they    ha\f 
full  enjoyiiirnt  <jf  persuiud  liberty  and  lihertv 
ef  consciciuc  ;   they  li;ive  obtained  the  (lee- 
tivc  franchise,  in  eonimon  with  I'rotcstants  : 
but  these,  we  are  told,  ai'e  not  tla^  thiims  tluv 
W'sh  for:   tlie    possession    of  |)o\v(>r  bv  then 
s'(j,<>rio!^  will  alone   content  them  ;    is  tiieiv 
the  Juaii  liM'.iu,  it  may  b(M'onfld(Mitlv  asked, 
mIio  e;in    beii(>ve   the   assertion.'     The   last 
great  r(  b(>llion  wa-  subsc(pi(>nt  to  the  period 
of  f  heir  perfect  enjoyment  oi' civil  aiul   iv\\  ■ 
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-ions  lijuiiv,  and  il  sniclv  cinnot  he  un- 
<"i<l'<l  l'>  look  to  tli.wr  di  claralions  and 
t  oiidnct  at,  l.'iat  \nvn\  a.ndulial  it  is  tlicy 
«!o  not  possess,  hy  \»ay  ol'  a-tiTtaJiinig 
iiK'ii'  i'<'al  ohic(  :s. 

I  lii'V  liavo  no!  an  I'.stahlislinii  i)t  for  ti)c"ii* 
I  leru.v,  and  arc  conij)(  Ih  d  to  pay  tithes  to  a 
I'n^tcstantestahlislnnent  ;  and,  hcini;  suhject 
t<^  a  Protestant  «i»)vcrniucnt,  arc,  \)y  that  go- 
vernment, excluded  iVoni  ctrlain  stations  of 
power  and    profit,    hceause  sneh   exehision 
iia>  hciM)  tlionsilit  necessary  to    its   stahility. 
Now  tosii])p()s(«  t!iat  men  w  ill  strnw^le  most 
(iniu^stly  to  rid  themselves  ol"  such   restric- 
tions,   privations,     and    hurthcns,  as    tlicy 
liave  most  sensihiy  Iclt  is    not    very   unfair 
or  unnatural  :     l)ut,  if    the    whole  of  their 
proeeeilino's  show,    that,     wliatevcM*    pretcMi- 
>ions  are  madi'   to    the    contrary,  such  has, 
111  truth,  been  their  ohjcct  the  presumption, 
a>  to  what  they  now  or  may  hereafter  wish 
i(t  attain,  stands  on  a  much  stronocM-   fonu- 
liation.       AV  lial    were    the    real    i^ric^vanecs 
complained  of  at  the  iel)ellion  hut.  tlur  Pro- 
testant ascendency  t    What  ^\•ere  t  he  ooiocls 
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tlipy  «*o\iiil)t  hut  dclivcrancf'  iVotn  titluN, 
IVoin  all  pjiymciits  to  tho  IVototunt  clmn  li, 
arifl  from  the  CiJiMK'xion  with  (Jrcat  Uritaiii  J* 
Who  uiTc  their  principal  iiistJLjators,  and 
had  thr  actual  roininaiid  over  ihciii,  <;raiil- 
ing  and  dcnyiiii;  protections  at  their  plea- 
sui*r,  hut  their  hishops  ami  priests?  In 
what  pari  of  the  whole  reheljiou  do(>s  it  ap- 
pear, that  admission  to  |)arliainent,  and  to 
the  few  excepted  otTices,  civil  and  tnilitarv, 
were  the  main  grounds  ot*  complaint  ?  Let 
any  man  read  Sir  I\.  \Tus<2;rave's  faithful  and 
vainly-assailed  history,  and  he  will  see,  thai 
it  was  against  all  Protestants  that  the  re- 
bellion was  directed,  that  Ireland  mii^ht 
become  aeomj)l(>te  Roman  Catholic  nation: 
that  the  pope  might  be  supnMnc  in  state,  as 
well  as  peculiarl .  su])reme  in  church.  J'o 
cite  instances  would  be  (Mulless  ;  the  truth 
of  what  is  here  asserted  will  be  found  in  the 
fre(pient  refusals  of  Roman  Catholics  to 
obey  their  priests,  when  atlemi>ting  to  re- 
strain their  violence  against  Protestants  in 
power;  it  is  to  be  tbund  in  their  excessive 
2eal  to  destroy    all    Protestants,  by    which 
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tht'V  Ie>t  the  assistance  of  those  in  tiic  nortlj, 
ulio  were  <lispos(  <l  to  assist  them  on  denio- 
•■ratical  principh^s  ;  it  is  to  Ije  tbiind  in  their 
leniovinu  Haucnal  Ifcrvev  iVoin  his  coin- 
niaiid,  thouudi  /calonsly  dispose*!  to  assist 
them  in  pulling  <h)wn  establishments,  but 
not  to  erect  the  pope's  tyranny  on  their 
ruins,  nor  to  murder  all  the  Protestants  in 
Ireland.  A  tew  ret'ercnces  on  \\iv.  subjr  ;;t 
are  subjoined  in  the  Appendix,  provini:^  these 
iissertions  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.' 
On  the  examination  of  Kminett  and 
other  rebels,  it  was  contessed  that  "  Catho- 
lic emancipation  was  a  mcrt;  stalking-horse  ; 
and  that  disunion  with  Great  IJritain,  and 
Roman  Catiiolic  supremacy,  were  the  real 
objects  of  the  rebels."  Let  the  consequences 
ol"  all  the  concessions  hitherto  made,  and 
the  subsc(pient  immediate  tlemand  of  more, 
and,  in  some  instances,  of  the  very  things, 
M'hich,  in  the  last  preceding  application, 
they  had  declared  u  determination  .  *  to 
demand,  be  recollected ;    and  there  cannot 

*  Sec  Appendix,    p.  71-  2cc. 
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I)c  .'1  man  A\li()\\il]  conccMxc  lluit.  -wliat  i> 
iiou'  iV(juiro(l  coiiiil  produce  jHiiiiancnt 
coiitcMit.  But,  il"t!u>  Jloman  Catholic  laily 
could  he  sati.sficd,  would  tlic  priests  be  so  r 
This  is  a  (jucstion  still  more  iiiip(jrtaiit  than 
t!u>  other,  for  ihe  whole  history  ot  the  lrir>h 
rebellion  proves  that  tliey  wcvc  the  insti- 
gators, that  they  were  tin-  lil'e,  of  it  :  and 
yet  we  are  to  be  senously  told,  that  the 
c;rantinu  to  the  Irish  liouian  Catholics  the 
terms  of  their  petition  would  satisfy  them, 
and  pri:vent  future  rebellion:  and  that, 
though  the  priests  were;  the  principal  actornii 
the  rebellion,  yet  they  sought  for  nothing  for 
themselves:  or,  at  least,  if  the  mass  oi' lid- 
man  Catholic  [)opulation  had  these  thini^^ 
granted  to  them,  which  they  could  derive  no 
real  l)enclits  fiom,  and  had  not  the  others, 
(viz.  a  Roman  Catholic  establishment,  and 
freedom  I'roin  all  the  claims  of  Protestant 
clergy.)  they  would  not  be  dis[)Osed  to  rebel 
again,  nor  yield  lo  the  views  of  their  priests. 
This,  l)y  the  way,  is  in  direct  ojiposition  to 
the  declaration  of  the  traitor  J'amnett,  as 
al.)ov<i  reh^-ed  to;  to  all  probable  reasoning 
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ft  priori ;  to  all  tlio  facts  in  the  history  of 
the  rebellion,  and  to  common  sense.  To 
believe  it,  would  be  to  forget  the  iniiuciice 
which  the  Komisii  priests  have  over  tlieiv 
flocks,  and  all  the  essential  and  distinouish- 
ing  princij)lcs  and  tenets  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion. 

Ill  considering  tlu^  present  subject,  I  must 
repeat,  that  we  should  never  overlook  the 
Protesta.Mts  in  Ireland  ;  nor  forget  who  these 
Protestants  are,  and  what  tiieir  conduct  has 
been.  'I'he  Frot<  stants  have  been  introduced 
thcr(^  tor  the  ex|)ress  purpose  of  guarding 
tlu-  iiitei(\sts  of  Great  ]>ritain,  for  the  sake 
ot  securing  the  union  between  the  countries; 
they  have  /ealousiy,  faithfully,  and  most 
laudably,  fulhlled  their  trust ;  and  no\  their 
intcrestisnot  to  beconsidered ;  they  are  to  be 
regardeil  as  oppressors  of  the  Uonjan  Ca- 
tholics, for  being  true  to  the  cause  which 
they  were  bound  to  defend,  and  in  which 
they  have  '  K:en  most  pitiable  sulferers.  W  ill 
theij  be  well  satisfied  ?  A  minority  it  is  al- 
lowed they  are,  numerically  ;  but  in  pro- 
perty,  in  education,  in  character,    by   lar 
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tlK>  most  important  part  of  the  Irish  nation. 
I'nion  at  home  and  national  security  should 
be  tlie  grand  objects  of  the  legislature,  and 
now.  forsooth,  the  way  to  obtain  it  is,  by 
disgusting  all  that  part  of  the   Irish  nation, 
which  is  most  attached   to  Great  Britain  ; 
that   part   which  is    decidedly   adverse    to 
France;  and  by   increasing  the  strength  of 
that  party  which  has  always  had  an  attach- 
ment to  France,  and,  from  its  religious  per- 
suasion, can  never  be  attached  to  our  church- 
establishment.      J'"  then  it  be  true,  as  must 
appear  to  every  unbiassed  mind,  that  there  is 
j)o  probability  of  the  lloman  Catholic  body 
being  satisfied,  by  the  grant  of  the  conces- 
sions now  demanded,    still  less  of  such  grant 
])roducing  general  union  in  Ireland,  among 
Protestants  as  well  as  l^apists,  is  not  the  le- 
gislature of  the  united  kingdcjui  imperiously 
called  upon   to  consider,  again  and  again, 
what  the  sacrifice  really  is  which  they  arc 
now  called  upon  to  make,  and  whether  it  is 
not  of  the  constitution  itself,  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ? 

Having   thus  endeavoured,  however  in- 
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adequately,    to  discuss  the  dill'erent  points 
proposed   for  our  consideration,    it  now  re- 
mains   for  me   to  draw  my  conclusion  from 
the  whole,  namely,  that  I  feel  most  strongly 
convinced,    that   the    chiMTh-establishment 
in  Ireland  would  be  dissolved  and  (h-stroved 
for  ever,  and  that  the  church-establishment 
in  Eno;land  wouhl  be  materially  enchiiiiicred 
should  the  favours,  now  so  imperiously  de- 
manded by  the  Roman  Catholics,  be  grant- 
ed.    1  am  persuaded  also,  thai  tlie  limits  of 
toleration    have   been  extended  to    the    ut- 
most   bounds    which    public    security    will 
permit  ;  and   that,  under  the  specious  and 
misapplied    name    of   liberality,    privileges 
have  already  been  granted  to  the  Irish  Ko- 
man  Catliolics  which  have  materially  tended 
to  endaniicr   the  constitution  of  that  coun- 
try ;    I     allude    to    the    elective    franchise 
Avhich,  however   I    may   disapprove  of  the 
measure,  I  still  hold,  as  part  of  the  union, 
sacred  and  inviolable.     It  will  aj)j>ear  also, 
from  a   reference  to  the  several  acts  of  pai-- 
liament  respecting  the  revolution,  the  union 
with  Scotland,  and  the  title  and  succession 
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of  tlic  House  of  Brunswick  to  the  throne, 
that  the   intention   and    spirit,       ^    well    as 
the  letter,  of  all  these  several  acts,  whether 
taken  separately,  or  eonsidcM'ed  as  one  leijjis- 
'.:^ive  M  hole,  forbid  any  larther  concession  ; 
and  that  th<^  coronation  oath,  whether  inter- 
preted lileraily,  or  with  reference  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  in  Avliich  it  was  settled,  and 
loitssnbsequent  alterationsat  tlie  union  with 
Scotland,  and    to   the  pri!u:iples  ol"  all   the 
acts    of    parlianu  lit   existing  v.he.i    it   was 
thus    framed,   retjuires,  conscientiously  and 
constitutionally,    an  unalterable  determnia- 
t ion  in  the  crown   to  resist  any  farther  con- 
cession :  and  tliat  the  constitutional  princi- 
ple on   wiiich   the    rig'nt    to    the    throne  is 
founded  would    be    abandoned  by  orantnig 
tl(^  present  clain^.s  of  tl.e    Roman   Catholic 
petitioners.      I  am  also  convinced,  by  reler- 
riuir     to    the    ])rinriples    acknowledged    in 
ev(-rv   age,    both  past  and  present,  that  the 
(hjctrine^  and  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church    are  cmphatieally   scnipcr  eudem,    at 
:vli  tim(^s  dangerous    to  a   Protestant    esta- 
blishn.enl.  ]>arlicularly    ii  those  j)rofessing 
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thoni  are  to  be  admitted  to  stations  of  in- 
lki(;nee  and  power  in  the  legishiture  or  go- 
vernment, whieh  is  clearly  exemplilied  in 
the  late  Irihh  rcbelbon.  I  am  also  jnstilied 
in  conckidini^,  that  no  hopes  can  reason;d)ly 
be  entertained  tliat  ihe  mh\ds  ol'  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  can  be  satislied  with  any 
thmu-  shoit  of  the  entire  possession  ol'  the 
chureh-establi^hment  in  Ireland  ;  nor  do 
1  e(jncei\('  that  even  that  possession  would 
entirely  satisfy  them. 

I  nmst  also  proless  it  to  b(!  my  decided 
opinion,  that  the  Protestants  oflreland  have 
the  ilv^l  claim  to  favour  and  ])roteetion,  that 
all  the  best  interest  of  the  nation,  every  re- 
ligious, civil,  and  social  obligation  require 
that  the  Protestant  causes  should  be  fostered 
and  encouraged  ;  and  that,  if  the  large  and 
im})ortant  privileges,  already  extended  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  will  not  preserve  their 
loyalty  to  the  king  and  constitution,  it 
would  be  most  impolitic  to  grant  then)  any 
more  power,  as  even  their  advocates  nuist 
allow  that  any  farther  concession  would 
only  produce  farther  demand,   and    that  it 
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"would  in  no  m  isc  lend  to  produce  quiet  and 
contcjit ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  tluit.  it  would 
aggravate  the  evil. 

It  hub  been  uhtady  aN>cit  d,  that  the  nc- 
count  of  the  con)parnt!\f:  nur.d)"'.  .  oi  ;;ie 
Protestants  ;.ind  Koinan  Catliolics  in  Ireland 
has  hren  iru  t>rreetly  stated  ;  but,  even  al- 
lowing the  statement  to  he  true,  T  eai-  by  )io 
means  infer  from  thence  tlie  exnedieney  of 
farther  concession:  on  the  i^ontruiv,  as  the; 
davigcr  arising  from  popish  principles,  is  en- 
creased,  the  securities  against  their  final 
predominancy  should  be  propovtionably 
strengthened  and  enlai  ;j[,ed.  I  must,  therefore, 
give  it  as  my  decided  {ij)inion,thatth(;  main- 
tenance of  the  constitution,  in  church  and 
state,  thatthe  union  of  Kn-land  with  Ireland, 
and  (wliat  is  most  important  of  all,  in  my 
mind,)  that  the  permanence  of  religion  it- 
self, and  all  the  bonds  of  union  in  publi*^ 
and  private  life,  will  be  most  deeply  in- 
jured, should  any  Jarther  concessions  be 
granted  to  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.  1 
hope  and  trust,  that  tlu^  <i(Mieral  le(;ling  of 
the  public  in  (Jreat  Britain,    and   of  thosr 
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who  maintain  tlie  most  sincere  attachment 
to  the  English  interest  in  Jrcknd,  will,  on 
the  present  applieation,  or  any  iiiture  one 
that  may  be  presented  to  parliament  on  the 
subject,   hv  announced  in  the  forcible   and 

determined  declaration, *'  Nulnmus  Irrrcs 

Anglice  muldvi." 
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[Musgrave,  Appendix,  p.  555.] 
Extract  f rum  a  Romii/i  Priest's  Letter,  Aug.  30,   1799- 


"  On  tlio  if'tiirn  of  the  king's  government,  my  first 
roiicrin  w;is  to  obtain  liis  majesty's  pardon,  for  that 
degree  of  rthcllion  of  wliicli  i  was  guilty, — which  I 
t'htameu  wiihoiit  atiy  ditlicuUy;  but  guess  my  astonish- 
iiutit  at  receiving  a  letter  from  my  bishop,  silencing  me 
from  my  clciical  functions  in  this  diocese,  while  his  owa 
conduct  was  what  chiefly  led  me  astray,  (if  I  except  the 
degree  of  terror  the  rebels  put  me  into  after  the  govern- 
riieiit  was  up.^et  all  round  me),  for,  during  the  ferment 
wliieli  preceded  the  explosion,  he  never  instructed  me 
liosv  to  act.  Instead  of  excoinmunicatini{  them  for  their 
horrid  reliellieni,  he  gave  them  liis  benediction  in  the 
eli;ipeJ-yard,  the  day  they  took  *  *  *,  two  days  before 
tluy  called  on  me  to  follow  them.  Instead  of  excommu- 
rikafiiig  the  bn riuirous  murderers  at  *** ,  he  gave  all  his 
}j)ifht'>  }.<oi:tr  to  otve  uhsulution  for  murder;  a  pouer  uhich 
he  iitr  till  then  usurped  to  himitlf" 
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[Musgrtivc,  vol.  2,  p.  46.] 

Bagennl  Harvey,  the  rebel  g*>n(  ral,  said,  on  his  trial, 
"^'Ihat  he  bocaine  a  member  of  the  Irisli  iinioa  three 
years  before  j  that  he  imagined  tlic  only  iibicct  was  to 
reform  lljc  consiitutinn  ;  but  tlial  he  cliil  not  th.  rcnntly 
discover  that  the  popiBJi  prii  sts  were  deeply  conecnu  d  in 
it,  and  that  the  vxtirininutionof  the  ^/ruttstants  was  lluir 
main  design.  That  ii  iving  opposed  tlulr  sanguinary 
views,  iu:  was  di'posed,  and  the  eoiiiniand  given  tu  ihac 
inl'amoiis  villain,  lather  lloelie." 


[Miisg.  \v\.  '2,  Appendix  xi.v.j 
Aulhfntic  Account  of  J ames  Uraghatns  Conftssion, 


''  '11)1   day  l»ul  one  before  Ins  execution^  two  popi>li 

priests  went  to  visit  him,  and,  upon  tlieir  entering  liis  eell, 

I  ;r  oxelaiined,    "Begone  from  me,  you  aeciuscd  !  who 

have  been  tlie  causeof  my  eUrnal  damnation;  zcere  it  not 

for  you,  I  ncxir  ti'ouldhaw  been  gnilti/  of  murder  /" 

"  Now  irentleinei),  riMm  niber  what  1  till  you  :  ifyou 
and  the  Proteslatits  arc  ever  in  the  power  of  the  CalholicB 
again,  as  iliey  are  now  in  yours,  they  will  not  leave  one 
of  you  alive  ;  you  will  all  go  smack-smoolh  ;  even  those 
who  campaigned  with  them,  if  things  had  gone  well  with 
lliem,  uiuld  in  the  end  have  been  killed.  I  have  heard 
them  say  so  many  tin)i >." 

"  Just  as  the  executioner  was  about  to  turn  him  off,  he 
called  out,  "  Stop  ;  Capt.  lioyd,  you  «j|av(  taken  down 
my  confession  perfectly  correct ;  if  it  wer(  not  for  the 
priests,  I  never  would  have  been  guilty  of  murder." 
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[Musg.  App.  'Jj,  p.  5jn.] 

''  At>  frish  Roman  Catholic  hi^liop  telN  ii<,  that  he 
was  ab^oluti  ly  ii^iioraiit  ot'thc  inrissaereat  U  e.\tui<l  bi  iiiLj 
iiitend(  d  ov  pirpelrate<l,  until  soii»c  hours  ailtr  it  had 
ceased  Here  he  is  eonvi<ied  of  an  untruth  hy  the 
itrtini^est  moral  evidence.  TIk'  town  of  \\ .  xf^rd  is  so 
narrow,  that,  if  a  boxing-maleh  or  a  rmt  hap|ietied  in 
any  part  of  till  main  ntreet,  «'very  one  of  the  iidiabitauts 
« ould  not  hut  luar  the  noise  oi  nasioned  hy  it.  TIk  po- 
jinlacc  began  to  .shout  at  eleven  o'eKuk,  soon  after  the 
Llaek  Hag  was  erected  on  the  quay  :  tliL  .slaughter  at  the 
gaol  JK-gan  at  two  o'clock  and  continiird  on  the  brid-i  till 
hue  in  the  evening;  at  the  immolation  of  every  vu-tiin 
tilt  po|»is|i  multitude  rent  the  air  with  aerlamations. 
r'luild  their  bishop  and  his  [iriest  alone  remam  tieaf  i" 


[Mu!*grave,  Appen.Tix  Q..'),  p.  i.  O.jG.J 

Affidavit  bif  John  liiggiiilxittoni. 

"  He  was  a  prisoner  with  the  rebels  in  Uoree,  the  day 
of  thj  battle  of  Arklow; — was  in  a  room  at  a  public 
house; — shortly  afti'r,  Kaveuagh  and  oyimcit,  priests, 
came  in  to  them  ;  after  some  tune,  Synnot  said,  *  Murphy 
had  but  seven  men  when  he  began  the  business,  and  now 
vou  sec  what  it  has  come  to.'  He  then  took  out  a  letter, 
and  shewed  it  to  Redmond,  saying,  'You  may  read  that, 
and  see  liow  long  I  have  been  conecraed  in  this  business ; 
and,  though  I  stood  against  it  as  loig  as  I  could,  you  see, 
'fi  that  letter,  how  I  was  compelled  by  ihu  biihop  f  j  it," 
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[\lus;.  Vol.  p.n!jr)to  'U).!.] 

Jfiirmu-ei    of'    Ptrjun^   m    olitawiivi     Protcitiom     and 
tuUng  Oat  hi  uf  Alhgium(. 

"  Piul   tiif  solcinniiy  atid  s.iciidiKss  of  ontlis  fin<I  t'"* 
rnriiosttHss  of  protrmntioii'*,  l>iiiii'»liocl  .-ill  siHpicion  on  iIk" 
part  of  t^oveiiiiiu'ut,  iiiauisUiitts,  ami  iliv  loyal  subjects, 
tlionuli  tlic  subversion  of  llif  foiiuiT,   and  the  cxtcitnina 
tioii  of  llic  latter,  had  bcfii  sonic  jnunibs  contcrlcd." 

[Page  440.] 

"  Tlie  caiup  ai  \  iii'jjar  Hill  was  constaiilly  attondcil 
bv  lioniien  to  twenty  priests,  wiio  daily  >aid  mass  at  tin; 
bead  of  each  rebel  eolunin,  and  afterwards  pronounced  un 
cxbortation  to  aTiitnate  them  in  the  extirpation  of  heresy, 
and  in  the  uxclusive  esiaolit-lnncnt  of  their  own,  the  only 
true  orthodox  faith.'' 


[Page  5599.] 

"  At  Ennis(X)rthy,  the  two  Mr.  Poiuidens  sat  for  an 
entire  week,  previous  to  Whitsunday,  giving  protection^ 
to  the  public,  in  consequence  of  their  having  taken  the 
oaths  and  surrendered  their  arms:  tbeM-  proeiediiigs  look 
place  in  the  presence  of  three  priests,  who,  to  give  a 
greater  appearance  of  sanctity  to  tliein,  insisted  that  they 
should  be  sworn  on  a  popish  manual,  yet  some  of  these 
protections  were  found  in  the  I'x  kcts  of  rebels  who  were 
killed  on  the  Monday  foUovuug,  when  they  attacked 
^nniscorlhy." 
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"  Patrick  Connors,  being  converted  to  prntosiatitisni, 
was  denonnt  eii  hy  hi^  parish-priest,  who  laid  his  (lock  un- 
der an  inierdictnot  tofleul  with  him,  which  reduced  liim  to 
poverty,  t'roin  having  got  a  livelihood  as  a  sho[)keeper  m 
I'.nniscorthv." 


[Miisg.  vol.  ii.  p.  'J8.),  A[>|)cii(lix  xi.] 

"  A  man  was  tied  up  whrn  his  skin  was  tender  from  the 
pieceediiig  day's  whipping,  when  he  acknowledged  his 
j;uilt,  and  "  that  the  parish  was  organized,  and  armed 
with  pikes."  Soon  after  he  was  taken  down  ;  which  con- 
vinced the  conspirators  he  had  conlesscd  ;  they  then  be- 
came emulous  in  making  confessions,  and  surrendering 
arms ;  and,  in  the  space  of  u  few  hours,  seventeen  hundred 
pikes  were  surrendered;  and  I'ather  Kennedy,  lUe  parish- 
priest,  voluntarily  acknowledged  he  had  been  sworn  by 
I'ather  Meara,  a  priest,  who  had  sworn  many  others, 
though  he  had  been  previously  cxaiaincd  by  Mr.  Otwny, 
and  swore  he  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  conspiracy, 
lie  and  Tather  O'liricn  were  sentenced  to  be  tran«ported.' 


[Musg.  vol.  '2,  p.  '283.  Appendix  xi.] 

**  By  an  information  moved  in  the  crown-ofllcc,  dated 
iltli  April,  i79B,  I'hineas  Hunt  swears, — "  That  he  was 
impelled,  by  a  system  of  terror,  to  be  sworn  and  join  the 
society  of  United  Irishmen,  in  Feb.    1798,  having   been 
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assured  that  the  Fionch  would  join  ihcm,  and  that  all 
not  oi  ihoir  party  v>'()uld  be  muidered;  but,  in  swearing 
him,  the  ualh  contained  an  obligation  to  murder  all  Pro- 
testants." 

N.  B.  On  the  oath  being  presented  to  him,  he  started 
and  said,  '  Am  I  to  murder  my  father,  and  mother,  and 
all  my  family  r'  On  wliich  th'^  rebel  offiL.rs seemed  much 
confused,  and  said  it  was  not  the  right  oath." 


[Musg.  vol.  ii.  Appendix  i.  p.  210,] 
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Jnslanceofthe  Efftch  of  Roman  Catholic  P rincipks  in  1768. 

Examination  of  Mathias  O'Brien,  priest. 

"  Informant  saith,  that  his  reason  for  knowing  the  baid 
schemes  and  designs  to  be  true  i-.  Iiit  the  said  i)r.  But- 
ler did  solemnly  bind  him  to  the  'i>.  )\\ing  oath  : — "  To 
be  true  and  faitiiful  to  the  chureh  ut  Home,  and  to  pro- 
inote  its  good,  and  to  he  faithful  to  liiin,  liis  archbishop." 
That  after  signing  the  said  ?<i.imii.e,  in  a  book  belonging 
to  the  said  Butler,  he  was  told  by  him,  that  tliose  isings 
of  the  white-boys  were  set  on  foot  solely  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  the  extirpation 
of  heresy  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  that  as  there  was  hut  oiu- 
God,  Ihtrc  should  Oe  but  one.  ixlii^ion." 


[Musg.  Vol.  i.  p.  175.] 

''  A  respectable  Protestant  clergyman  in  Roscommon, 
having  1  is  iioase  broke  open  in  the  night  by  pikemeiij 
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they  offered  to  swear  him  to  be  loyal ;  on  assurfng  thorn 
he  was  loyal  to  the  king,  they  said— "What  king  r"— He 
said-^"  K.I.':  George." — They  cried, — "  ISo  no,  a  Roman 
king  !"— adding  they  "  AJust  have  a  king  of  their  own." 


[Musg.  Vol.  I.  p.  94.] 
Claims  of  Roman  Catholics,  Feb.  4,  1792. 

At  a  committee,  "  that  they  asked  only, 

1st,  admission   to  the   profession  and   practice  of  the 
law. 

Cd,  capacity  to  serve  on  county  magistracies. 

Jd,  a  right  to  be  summoned  and  serve  on  grand  and 
petit  juries.* 

4th,  a  right  of  voting  in  counties  only  for  protestant 
inembeifi  of  parliament,  in  sucV-.  a  manner  that  no  Roman 
Catholic  freeholder  should  vote,  except  he  either  rents  or 
cultivates  a  farm  of '20/.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  his . 
40s.  freehold  ;  or  that  he  shall  be  in  possession  of  a  free- 
hold of  20/.  a  year." 

[Mnsg.  Vol.  II.  p.  393.  App.  xx.  1.] 
j^ffidavit  of  Andrezo  Sheppard,  7th  Sept.  179R. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  day  the  rebels  marched  f.om 
the  camp  of  Gorey  to   attack  Arklow,  one  Murphy,  a 

*  "  Here  be  it  observed,  that  there  never  has  been  the  :>lighteit 
ground  tor  complaining  of  the  Liws  haviiig  been  parlially  admijuiteivj 
•>y  protestant  judges." 


•tf 


80 


APPENDIX. 


priest,  who  was  killed  at  Arklow  that  day,  mounted  on  a 
car  and  preached  a  sermon,  assuring  them  fhcy  were 
fighting  in  the  cause  of  God  ;  that  the  more  of  the  hea- 
thens (meaning  the  king's  army)  they  would  kiU  the 
sooner  tluy  would  go  to  heaven ;  that  if  any  of  them 
died  in  battle  they  would  be  sure  of  immediate  salvation  :*■ 
he  puMed  bullets  out  of  his  pockets,  and  assured  them 
they  had  hit  his  limbs  but  could  do  him  no  harm." 

He  added,  "  they  put  protestants  to  death,"  often  say- 
ing, "  that  the  kingdom  was  their  own,  and  that  th^re 
should  be  out  one  religion." 


[Mu:.g.  Vol.  II.  p.  SBl    App.  xix.  12.] 

Robert  Whitney  swears,  '■'!'  .tt  if  any  one  of  them 
was  killed  he  went  directly  to  heaven,  as  they  were  fight- 
ing the  battle  of  Christ ;  on  the  contrary,  that  any  heretic, 
like  him,  went  to  hell  immediately;  that  it  was  prophe- 
cied,  many  years  ago,  that  there  would  be  but  one  religion, 
and  that  would  be  thpirs,  the  popish." 


[Musg.  Vol.  II.  p.  456.] 

Catechismqf  United  Irishmen. 

•'  t  believe  in  a  revolution  founded  on  the  rights  of 
man,  in  the  natural  and  imprescriptable  right  of  all  the 
Irish  citizens  to  all  the  land." 


m- 


*  See  also  page  408,  where  there  is  an  oath  found  on  many  of  the 
rebels  who  were  killed  at  New  Ross  and  Ballicarew*  s^'  taring  to  de- 
stroy all  heretici= 
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[Page4o-.] 

••  As  un  Irisimi.in,  what  do  you  hope  fur ." 
"  Tlie  ^  ■uuiciijation    of  my   counlry  au.l  cqiicility  of 
rights,  lir  division  of  the   lidid,  an  abolition  oi' reli- 

gious ts.  .blishments,  and  u  representative  government." 


[Page  458.] 

"  What  benefit,  in  a  general  sense,  would  emancipa- 
tion be  ?" 

"  Ireland  delivered  fiom  England  would  give  us  im- 
mense resources,"  &c.  "  Other  branches  of  trade 
would  unfold  themselves  to  independent  Ireland  now 
impossible  to  enumerate," 


[Page  460.] 

"  IIow  would  you  alter  the  property  in  land  ?" 
"  By  dividing  the  antieut  estates  among  the  descen- 
dants of    those    Irish    families  who   were   pillaged    by 
English  invaders." 

"  What  is  your  view  by  wishing  to  abolish  religious 
tstablishments  r" 

"  To  eradicate  every  species  of  jealousy  and  disirust, 
to  ease  the  nation  of  a  useless  and  weighty  body  of  hy- 
pocrites and  cheats." 


[Musg,  App.  viii.  p.  236.] 
Societi/  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin,  Dec.  ,'JO,  1791. 
"  A  more  unjust  and  absurd  constitution  cannot  be  dc- 
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vised,  than  that  which  condeiuns  the  natives  of  a  country 
to  perpetual  sc  iviiudc,  uiulor  the  arbitrary  domiuion  ot 
strangers  and  slaves," 


li.  (t 


[App.  xi.  p.  Co 8.] 

Extradsfw-n  Informations  sworn  before  Sir  R.  Musgraie, 
Dec.  3,  1797. 


lis  arms 


"  That  the  Vniicd  Irishmon  drprivcd  him  of  hio  i».,.., 
the  10th  November  last;  that  they  liad  resolved  to  liiurder 
many  gentlemen  in  the  country  :  and  that  he  heau!  Sv)rne 
of  them  say,  that  a  Roman  Catholic  would  ensure  salva-- 
tion  by  killing  three  protestanis." 

[Page  266.] 
Conapiracy  in  the  City  of  Cork. 

"  They  often  produced  black  lists  of  the  principal 
prolestant  families  in  the  kingdom,  who,  under  the  deno- 
mination of  heretics,  were  to  be  assasL-iiiatetl,  and  the 
IJercsford  family  and  Mr.  Ogle  were  among  them?  and  it 
was  often  asserted,  that  a  person  would  ensure  salvation  by 
]4illing  a  certain  number  of  protestants.'" 


[App.  vi.  p.  230,  1 .] 

Jt  a  Meeting  of  the  Societi/  of  United  Irishmen  of  Dublin, 
Aor.  y,  171)1,  James  Napper  Tandy,  Secretary. 

Resolved,— Silly,  "  that  no  i-eform  is  practicable,  cffi- 


c.  natives  of  a  country 
rbitiary  doiniuion  of 


3 


fjrc  Sir  R.  Musgravc, 


rived  hi'.n  of  his  arnu 
ad  resolved  to  Murder 
id  that  he  heau!  aome 
In.  would  ensure  balya- 


of  Cork. 

ists  of  the  principal 
who,  under  thedeno- 
assasL-iiiatetl,  and  thc- 
s  among  then)  r  and  it 
lid  ensure  salvation  by 
mts.'* 

1] 

'/  Jmlim:n  of  Dublin, 
'auJtj,  Secretary. 

Ill  is  practicabloj  cffi- 


APPE^'DIX, 


81 


I 


oacious,or  just,  wliich  shall  not  include  Irishmen  oi  all  re- 
ligious peibuasion-j." 

Oath  unnextd  to  the  above. 
"  I,  A  B.  in  ihi'  |)i(  sencem  God.  do  pledge  mvself  to 
mycountiv,  (h,  :  i  will  me  all  my  abilities  and  induenccin 
the  an  iinmcni  ol  an  impartial  and  adequate  reproscnta' 
tion  of  the  Irish  nation  in  parliament;  and  as  a  means  of 
absolute  and  iimncdiate  neccssitv,  in  tli«.  <'stabiishinent  of 
this  cliief  uood  ol  liclaiid,  1  will  endeavour,  as  much  as 
lies  in  my  ability,  to  forvvard  a  brotheriiood  of  aftection, 
an  i<k;U'ty  of  interesi,  a  eommunion  of  rights,  a  union 
of  povvcr,  among  Irishmen  of'  all  religions  persuasionSf 
with  which  every  reform  must  be  inadequate,  iic." 


[Musg.  App.  xxiii.  p.  504.] 

Bandon. 

'  095. — "  The  house  of  commons,  in  their  address  to  the; 
viceroy,  pray  '  to  have  the  town  restored  to  its  former 
state,  thai  it  might  be  a  refuge  and  protection  to  the 
English  against  rlio  cruelty  of  the  Irish.'" 

[Page  505.] 

"  The  Irish  directory  hoped  and  intended  to  have  made 
Bandon  mother  Belfu.u,  b)  engaging  the  inhabitants  in 
ihcir  cause;  but  the  loyalty  of  the  protestants  rendered 
them  impregnable  against  the  arts  of  seduction. 

"  A  few  towns  like  liundon  would  materially  tend  to 
strenj-theu  the  l'.nj;lish  •■terest  in  Ireland,  by  cncouragiuij 
the  growth  of  proiestui:.  .ini." 
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After  tl.icse  extracts  I  wish  to  insert  an  iusiiUicc  (from 
what  cause  I  profess  niyselt"  completely  ignorant)  strongly 
tending  to  repress  all  this  zealous  loyalty  which  the  host 
interests  of  the  empire  so  imperiously  demand  ;  it  is  a* 
follows,  extracted  Irotn  an  Irish  paper: 

[Cork,  July  \5,  1809.] 

"  An  extraordinary  occurrence  has  recently  sown  the 
seeds  of  public  dissension  in  the  loyal  protestant  town  of 
Bandon,  in  this  county,  the  effects  of  which  may  prove  of 
the  most  serious  consequence.  On  the  1st  of  July,  the 
veomanry  corps  of  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  consist- 
ing of  fiOO  men,  a5sembled  on  their  parade  with  orange 
lilies  in  their  hats,  in  commemoration  of  ihc  battle  of 
tht  BoynCj  in  conformity  to  established  usage.  These 
trophic.1  wereohject'Ml  it,  and  they  were  desired  to  be  re- 
moved :  this,  however,  was  not  complied  with  at  fust,  till 
a  more  peremptory  order  Wtis  given,  with  an  intimation, 
that  obedience  to  command  was  the  principal  duty  of  a 
soldier ;  the  orange  lilies  were  in  consequence  struck  ; 
but  the  next  day  the  corps  assembled,  and,  after  dclibera- 
»:iip  on  all  ilieirproceedings,  almost  unanimously  resolved 
to  file  their  arms,  and  the  corps,  it  seems,  de. 'n  them- 
selves virtually  dissolved. 

''  Till  within  ihis  few  year-  almost  every  inhabitant  was 
protestant." 

[Musg.  App.  p.  5'J,3.J 

Ii'Uiiii-r    of   CnndliatkiH  on  the  'part  of  Prottatants,  and 
contrail/  Disposition  of  Roman  Catholics. 

■'  J^C'ine  time  since.  Lord  Granaid  ordered  the  band  ol 
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his  regiment  to  play  dining  divine  service  in  the  church 
of  Athy,  where  they  were  quartered  ;  but  the  popish  mu- 
»icians  refused  to  obey,  having  said  that  a  priest  had  as- 
aureif^  em  they  would  be  damned  if  they  entered  a  pro- 
testant chure'i.  On  inquiry  it  was  discovered,  that  a 
a  priest,  who  was  a  member  of  the  popish  seminary  at 
Carlow,  gave  them  this  charitable  assurance  ;  and,  on 
being  questioned  on  it,  the  priest  avowed  that  is  was 
consonant  to  the  established  dovUrines  of  his  church.  In 
the  same  manner  Doctor  Coppingcr,  titular  Bishop  of 
Cloyne,  would  not  sufTer  such  of  the  band  of  the  King's 
County  regiment  as  were  papists  to  play  in  the  pro- 
testant church  at  "^'oughalj,  though,  with  tiie  permis- 
sion of  the  colonel,  both  the  protestant  and  popish 
musicians  had  constantly  played  in  the  popibh  cha- 
pel." 

It  is  also  stated,  "  lliat  the  Romanists  will  not  assist  in 
a  charitable  collection  at  a  protestant  place  of  worship, 
though  the  proteslants  do  at  their  popish  chapels." 


Doctor  Tid^s  Pastoral  Instruction. 
[Page  7J.J 

"  Catholics,  therefore,  are  obliged  to  adhere  impIicitU 
to  such  decrees  and  canons,  assembled  in  general  council 
and  confirmed  by  the  pope,  as  to  rules  oi'  faith  ;  they  are 
also  obliged,  in  like  manner,  to  submit  to  similar  decisions 
and  decrees  of  the  pope,  when  expressly  or  tacitly  as- 
•^ented  to,  or  not  dissented  from  bv  the  mnioritv  cf 
bi=hops." 
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[Page  7R  ] 


*'  General  councils  arc  not  absolutely  necessary." « 

"  As  from  various  circumstiinces  tlicsc  nsscmblies  aie 
difficult,  they  on  such  occasions  apply  to  their  supreni'i 
head,  or  primate,  the  bishop  of  Rome,  whose  decrees  on 
doctrinal  points  of  faith  and  morals  are  respected  by  all 
Catholics,  wlicther  they  consider  him  as  infaiiiMe  or 
not :  the  acqnicsceiicc  of  the  majority  of  bishops  in  these 
decrees  of  the  apostolic  sec  renders  tliem  coijipletely 
decisive  and  infallible," 

[Page  78.] 

"  Catholics,  however  divided  on  the  question  of  papal 
infallibility,  are  unanimous  in  asserting  the  doctrine  of 
exclusive  salvation,  in  the  o/u  true  faith  and  church." 

Dr.  Ilussiys  Pastoral  Cltarsfi. 
[P.;ge  J.] 

*'  Remonstrate  with  any  parent  who  wi',1  be  so  criminal 
as  to  expose  his  (jifspring  to  those  places  of  education 
where  his  religious  f..'th  or  morals  arc  likely  to  be  jjor- 
vericd.  If  he  will  ir  t  nttend  to  your  remonstrances, 
refuse  him  the  participat..;n  of  Christ's  body ;  if  he  still 
continue  obstinate,  denounce  him  to  the  church,  in  order 
that  he  be  considered  a  heathen  and  a  publican." 

"  Teach  the  Catholic  military  that  the  military  garb 
they  w'car  implies  a  manly  candour  that  abiiors  such 
duplicity.    That  this  manly  candour  is  peculiarly  lh« 
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character  of  an  frisli  soldier,  who  ought  not  to  be  ushani(,'U 
of  openly  professing  the  Ciitholic  rflijrion,— Uu;  rc-hgion 
of  If ishniou.  Instruct  theni  that,  in  all  nutters  rcgardnij; 
the  service  of  the  King,  their  ofKcers  are  <  .nipcient  to 
commaii  '  ihcm,  and  they  are  bound  to  obey  j  but,  in 
matters  regarding  tbe  service  of  the  King  of  Kings,  tlicir 
ofticrrs  have  no  authority  over  tliem." 


That  the  sentiments  and  spirit  of  the  present  Ro- 
tnan  Cathohcs  are   as    intolerant   as  those   of  any 
lornier  age,  a  stronger  proof  cannot  be  exhibited 
than  inthefollovvinf^  important  extract  from  a  Pam- 
phlet, pubhshcd  since  these   sheets  were  sent  to 
thepnss,  entitled,  "  An  Elucidation  of  the  Veto,'* 
by  the  Rev.   J.   Milner,    D.D.   F.A.S.   Page  48. 
"   Catholicity  is  not  a  religion  of  late  date,  nor  of 
confined  extent:  it  is  the  religion  of  your  Apostles, 
ti>e  missionaries  who  converted  and  civilized  you, 
of  the  framers  of  your  constitution,   and  of  the 
founders  of  your  families,  good  and  loyal  men,  I 
trust ;   and   however  assaulted   and  oppressed,   in 
every  quarter,  at  the  present  day,  it  is  still  the  re- 
ligion,  one  and   the  same,  of  the  great  body   of 
Christians  throughout   the   world.     The  pretext 
then  of  benefiting  any  one  portion   of  it  by  di- 
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viding  it  from  it»  heads,  or  from  its  other  mem- 
hers,  is  preposterous  in  the  extrenu; ;  it  is  robbing 
thcni  of  till'  kernel  and  giving  them  the  shell. 
Be  assured  that  it  is  for  those  jjastors  exchisively 
to  jud^e  of  its  faith  and  (hsciphne  with  whom 
Christ  lias  deposited  his  divine  authority,  agreeably 
to  the  decision  of  the  late  Dublin  Synod.  All 
the  elaims  of  others,  whether  Catholics  or  not 
Catholics,  to  iu<l;i,v,  and  still  more  to  act  in  these 
matters,  however  high,  powerful,  and  numerous, 
they   niay   be,  arc  vain  luid  sehismatical.     They 

MAY  AS  WELL  rRETENO  TO  PLUCK  A  DEAM  FROM 
THE  SUN  AS  TO  TOUCH  A  IIDRE  OF  EOCLESlAS- 
TICAL  JURISDKTION/' 

To  which,  the  following  document,  in  proof 
that  these  claims  are  founded  on  the  higliest  public 
authority  and  sanction,  among  the  present  Roman 
Catholics,  is  subjoined  from  the  game  Pamphlet, 
Page  Co. 

**  In  I'dition  to  the  sixteen  resolutions  contained 
in  their  address  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  the 
PRELATES  in  Sytiod  assembled,  on  the  said 
2b'th  of  February,  passed  the  following  17th  re- 
solution, respecting  their  agent  in  England,  which 
they  transmitted  to  him,  in  order  to  its  being  pub- 
lished there,  in  such  manner  as  he  should  deem 
expedient. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be,  and  are  hereby,  given  to  the 
TVight  Rev.  Dr.  Mihur,  Bidiop  of  Castabala,  for 
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the  faithful  discharge  of  liis  duty,  as  agent  to  the 
Roman  Cathohc  Bishops  of  tliis  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  and  more  particularly  for  his  late  Apos- 
tolical firmness,  in  dissenting  from  and  opposing  a 
vague,  indefinite,  declaration  or  resolution,  pledg- 
ing Roman  Catholics  to  an  eventual  acquiescence 
in  arrangements,  possibly  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
grity and  safety  of  our  church  discipline. 
Signed  by  order, 
P.  RYANj  Bishop  of  Germanicia,  Secretary." 
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Some  few  fresh  arguments  having  been  used 
on  thk  most  important  subject,  and  other  im- 
portant documents  having  been  obtained,  especiallj/ 
the  very  curious  booh*  published  for  the  use  of  the 
candidates  for  holy  orders  at  Maynooth  College,  I 
have  thought  it  right  to  add  the  following  observa- 
tions on  this  momentous  question. 


The  political  importance  of  our  Established 
Church  in  Ireland  is  worthy  serious  consideration. 
That  the  prevalence  of  different  forms  and  sects  of 
religion  is  a  serious  evil,  no  one  can  deny ;  and 
there  are  many  circumstances  in  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, cspec'  ad'/crting  to  the  characteristics  of 
the  Romish  -igion,  which  make  differences  in 
rclig'Ci  from  the  English  Church  there,  peculiarly 
unfortutiate.  Let  it,  then,  be  considered,  how  the 
Established  Church  could  be  best  promoted,  and 

*  Vide  Tractatus  de  Ecclesia  in  usum  Tlicologiae  Candidato* 
?ura  in  R.C.  Coll.  Maynooth, 
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how  the  national  interest  and  strcncjth,  thereby, 
could  be  most  effectually  secured.  It  should 
be  remembered,  that  the  strengtli  of  Konian  Ca- 
tliolic  persons  i)f  rank  nmst  depend  on  their  in- 
fluence on  the  Roman  Catholic  population.  To 
keep  up  the  distinction  of  such  population,  and 
to  increase  its  weight,  must  naturally,  therefore, 
be  their  interests  and  their  views  ;  but  the  extent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  population  (unless,  by 
being  established  in  Church  and  with  the  State,  it 
could  be  identified  with  the  national  interests  and 
feelings,  all  of  which  is,  indeed,  impossible)  must 
necessarily  cause  weakness  and  apprehension  :  con- 
flicting religious  parties  cannot  fail  to  do  so. 

Hitherto,  from  a  consciousness  of  the  benefits 
oiijoyed  under  the  Irish  Established  Church,  all 
other  descriptions  of  Protestants  have,  in  point  oi 
feeling  and  interest,  generally  speaking,  been  iden 
tified  with  it,  in  attachment  to  the  Constitution. 
No  one  would  wish  to  make  them  look  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  for  favours  and  privileges,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  Established  Church ;  but  if  the  Pro- 
testant cause  has  now  such  diflliculty  even  to  main- 
tain itself  in  Ireland,  how  lamentably  precarious 
its  state  must  be,  if  the  favor,  which,  till  within 
these  few  years,  from  having  been  extended  to  it, 
was  promoting  its  rapid  growth,  was  to  be  poured 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  and  such  nmst 
iiceessarily  be  the  result  of  giving  them  political 
.ink  and  weight.     No  union   is  ever  so  strong  as 
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that  which  is  cemented  by  rehgious  union;  and  it 
may  be  here  again    repeated,  that,  as  the  interests 
of  Irish  Protestants  are  promoted  by  their  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain,  so  must  their  attachment 
to  that   connection  be   their  ruling  passion    and 
most  anxious  wish.     No  country  in  the  world  but 
Britain  can  have  any  influence  on    their  feehngs, 
or  benefit  their  interests  ;  their  hearts  must  be  Bri- 
tish •    such  they  have  ever  been  regarded,— such 
they  have  ever  been  found,-as  such  they  have  ever 
been  treated.     It  is,  then,  surely  madness  not  to 
cultivate  that  interest  to  the  utmost;  and  not  to 
cherish  tlie  Clmrch  and  to  endeavour,  by  all  due 
means,    to  spread  its  influence   and   increase  the 
number  of  its  adherents,  is  surely  the  most  short- 

sdohted  of  policy. 

In  applying  these  arguments  to  Protestantism,  it 
is  also  to  be  insisted  on,  that  its  cause  and  its  prin- 
ciples are  just ;  that,  by  due  encouragement  of  the 
means  for  conversion,  it  may  hope  to  bring  over 
tlie  deluded  followers   of    a  corrupted,  and,  it  is 
to   h6  feared,  an  idolatrous,  religion.     Every  con- 
vert, in  that  case,  would  be  an  addition  of  two  to 
the  strength  of  the  empire ;    but,  if  the  Roman 
Catholics  are  to  be  courted,  it  cannot  be  that  go- 
vernment  can   encourage  any   such   exertions  :  it 
the  chief  object  is  to  gain  them,  any  thing  tending 
to  displease  them  will  be   discouraged,  under  the 
pretence  of  reviving  religious  animosities ;  which, 
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hi  this  age  of  liberality,  are  to  be  avoided,  by  ab- 
Etainina:  from  being  earnest  for  the  truth. 

Religious  principles  are  now  thought  to  have 
little  influence  on  the  mind:  they  arc  admitted  in- 
deed into  books,  profcssedly  religious,  but  as 
motives  for  action  and  guides  of  life  in  this  enlight- 
ened age  they  are  little  regarded  :  they  are  not 
however  therefore  of  less  radical  importance.  It 
is  stated,  by  the  advocates  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  religious 
persuasions;  that  every  one  being  answerable  to 
God  for  acting  according  to  his  conscience,  it  is  in 
the  highest  degree  intolerant  to  interfere  with  any 
on  such  account.  The  assertion  in  the  abstract, 
and  in  theory,  is  not  to  be  denied ;  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  matters  of  conscience  may 
become  hurtful  to  society ;  in  such  case  they  are 
even  criminal.  The  Gospel  may  be  quoted  to  prove 
a  community  of  goods ;  the  inference  is  but  natu- 
ral that,  in  certain  cases  what  would  otherwise 
be  called  theft,  is  not  an  offence,  but  a  virtue  ;  and 
so  of  the  Roman  Catholic  tenets :  if,  indeed,  being 
only  religious,  they  ended  in  mere  effects  on  the 
individuals  professing  such  tenets,  and  throughout 
their  own  religious  persuasion  merely,  they  might 
be  of  little  importance  to  the  state;  such  would  be 
♦onfessed  to  be,  as  merely  religious  tenets,  the 
doctrines  of  transubstantiation,  confession,  absolu- 
tion, indulgences,  taking  the  Sacrament  in  ,oue 
kind  o}i!y,  nnd  any  other  peculiar  doctrines  of  the 
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rapists,  even  including  the  spiritual  power  of  tho 
Pope.     But  can  the  infallibility  of  their  Church, 
.IS  asserted  in  their  manual  of  instructions  for  their 
Candidates  for  Holy  Orders  at  Maynooth  G.llegc, 
be  so  considered,  founded  as  it  is  in  so  many  im- 
portant points,  tcudincr  to  secure  feelings  and  prac- 
tices  so  dangerous  to  any  community,  professing 
other  religious  principles  ?     It  is  there  stattul,  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  true  Church  must  he  infallible  to 
be  a  true  Church  ;  that  it  must  be  unalterable  in 
doctrine  because  infallible  ;  that  no  existing  Church 
but  the  Church  of  Rome  has  such  characteristic ; 
that  it  is  necessary  to  be  in  the  true  Church  to 
obtain  salvation,  and  that  there  is  no  more  possibi- 
lity of  any  one  being  saved  out  of  the  true  Church, 
(which  is  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  that  alone) 
than  there  was  for  any  one  to  be  saved,  at  the  time 
of  the  great  flood,  who  was  not  in  the  Ark  of  Noah. 
It  is  also  stated,  that  councils  regularly  convened, 
and  where  decrees  are  made,  arc  everlastingly  bind- 
ing ;  and  that  indeed  results  from  the  assertion  of 
infallibility  and   uncliangeableness  before    alluded 
to:    such    councils   are   those    considered   to    be, 
which  contain  all  the  most  hateful  doctrines  the 
Church  of  Rome  ever  maintained.     Is  the  princi- 
ple to  be  maintained,  and  will  any  man  say  the 
conclusion  is  not  to  follow  ?     Is  it  necessary  in  any 
argument   for  proving    the  conclusion  from  any 
premises,  to  prove  that  he  who  asserts  the  premises 
allows  of  the  conclusion?   Would  it  however  be 
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sufficient,  in  considering  what  would  be  the  con- 
clusion drawn  by  any  corporate  body,  to  prove 
ivhat  every  inrliv  iduiil  would  allow  to  be  such  legi- 
gitimate  conchisioii  ?  Is  the  legitimate  acknow- 
ledged book  of  instructions,  or  the  assertions  of 
individuals  the  better  authority  r  Besides  we  have 
s(nnething  very  like  proof.  What  was  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  iMilner  in  regard  to  the  Veto,  but  a  deference 
of  his  own  individual  opinion  and  declaration  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Irish  Church?  On  principle, 
I  consider  that  he  was  quite  correct ;  but  assuredly 
it  tffords  a  strong  conviction  of  the  mighty  influence 
of  the  authority  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church ! 
Nor  '  hould  we  ever  forget  the  Popish  doctrine  of 
IjlII  .T  r.ine,  "  that  ditil^rent  conduct  is  necessary 
"  vviitn  the  Church  is  not  the  strongest."  As, 
happily  for  the  Protestant  world,  such  has  been 
the  case  of  late  years,  it  is  only  in  conformity  with 
such  directions  that  the  highest  doctrines  of  Popery 
have  not  been  insisted  on :  very  high  ones,  however, 
have  been  quoted  from  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Plovvden, 
Dr.  Troy,  and  others.  But  it  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one  that,  in  proportion  as  favours  hav^;  been 
extended,  higher  doctrines,  as  well  as  higher  L.'ms, 
liuve  been  avowed ;  and  concessions  have  ocen 
claimed,  without  such  conditions  as  were  before 
thought  essential,  and  because  the  principles  of 
the  religion  prevent  allowing  the  conditions,  al- 
though th.e  concessions  were  before  contemplated, 
Uom  conceiving  the  religion  was  more  coiiformin": 
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in  its  disposition;  that  is  to  say,  as  the  prinoiplf* 
are  more  irrcconrileablc  with  thn  rrligioii  of  the 
state,  fewer  guards  arc  necessary.  To  those  ^vlln 
consider  expediency  to  ho  every  tiling,  and  priii- 
ci})les,  as  causes  of  action,  nothing,  sucli  may  he 
a  sound  conclusion  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
general  alarm  will  be  felt  at  such  inducements 
being  held  out  by  those  who,  God  be  praised,  at 
yet,  are  but  petitioners. 

Another  dilemma  is  asserted ;  which  is,  the 
absurdity  of  denying  their  claims  because  you  can- 
not trust  them,  when  your  only  security  is  ;ui 
oath.  But  those  who  so  argue  forget  what  the  oath 
is,  or  what  is  its  express  purpose.  The  oath  is 
to  abjure  the  tenets  of  popery  :  that  they  cannot 
do.  The  cons(;quent  object  is  to  exclude  them  from 
power  because  they  are  papists:  they  could  not  take 
it,  and  afterwards,  while  enjoying  the  profits  of 
their  perjury,  return  to  the  exercise  of  popery,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  disgrace  in  society  to  which  they 
must  necessarily  be  subjected  by  such  perjury. 

It  is  said,  we  may  have  securities  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  shall  not  attack  the  Established  Church. 
No  binding  securities  can  be  given  ;  nor  can  those, 
who  conceive  that  any  power  on  earth  can  absolve 
a  sovereign  from  his  coronation  oath,  very  con- 
sistently maintain  that  oaths  can  be  securities 
against  Parliament  acting  according  to  its  will. 
No  oath  can  be  devised  which  can  bind  ;  for  the 
fath  U'HV  i'»'  rrpcali'd  first,  and  tlien  the  measure 
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carried.  It  is  a''surd  (o  bind  with  oaths,  those 
who  are  resj)onsible  only  to  tliemaelvcs ;  and  no 
oath  can  apply  except  to  illc|;al  conduct. 

It   will    be   useful,  however,  to  consider  what 
doctrines  they  arc  which   prevail   in  the  Romish 
Church  ;  and  here  again,  let  it  not  be  understood 
that  the  abstract  doctrines  arc  the  circumstances 
which  make  tiie  Papists  dangerous,  but  the  mo- 
tives which  induce  tliem   to  admit  such  doctrines. 
Those,  be  it  again  recollected,  ore  the  authority 
and   infallibility  of  the  Church.     In  their  manual 
of  instruction  it  is  laid  down,  that  the  Scriptures 
(and  what  can  be  proved  from  them)  do  not  con- 
tain all  doctrines  necessary  to  salvation  ;  and  that 
assertion  is  supported  by  producing  other  doctrines, 
strangely  mixed  up  together,  which  the  infallible 
Church   declares    to  be    necessary,    and   therefore 
they  umst  be  true  ;  such  for  instance  as  transub- 
stantiation,    the   receiving   the  sacrament   in   one 
kind,    (the   latter   of    which   is   insisted   on    very 
much,  to  prove  the  authority  and  infallibility  of 
the  holy  Church),  and  various  other  doctrines,  the 
object  in  alluding  to  which  is  to  point  out  the 
extreme  authority  a  Church  must  exercise  over   its 
members,  when  it  requires  them  to  admit,  on  its 
authority,    doctrines  so  contrary    to,    not  incom- 
prehensible by,  common  sense.    The  piineiples  on 
which  they  arc  to  be  believed  being  established, 
namely    the    authority    and    infallibilitj-    of    the 
Church,   the  absolute  subjection  of  the  minds  of 
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its  r.ilthjul  votuiics  iMusl  he  si'lf-cvidi-m  ;  aiul,  it 
any  urc  disposcil  to  conceive  tliat,  in  serious  Roman 
Civtholics,  the  withdrawing  ol'  the  jiiicrament  and  of 
absolution  must  not  prochiee  wonderful  etlects,  it 
is  to  be  feared  it  can  proceed  only  from  the  want 
of  rehgious  principles.  Tlie  very  ahsunUties 
which  are  reqtiired  to  be  beUeved  and  done,  arc 
the  strongest  possible  proofs  of  the  hold  which  the 
Church  has  on  their  minds.  It  is  easy  to  attempt 
to  explain  away  or  deny  all  the  mischievous  doc- 
trines ;  but  uncbangeableness,  as  a  characteristic  of 
its  truth,  infallibility  as  another,  and  universality, 
which  arc  asserted  to  belong  to  it  alone  of  nil 
<hurc!.es  in  the  world,  arc  over-ruling  principles, 
to  which  decrees  of  councils,  matters  of  faith  and 
of  practice,  belong  as  mere  corollaries :  and  that 
the  cfFects  of  them  are  practically  in  existence,  the 
late  rebellion  bears  undeniable  testimony  ;  those 
who  doubt  that  should  well  examine  the  whole  of 
Sir  R.  Musgrave's  History,  especially  his  A])pendix 
of  authorities. 

It  is  not  meant,  however,  to  charge  the  prin- 
ciples, which  are  stated  to  be  inherent  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  on  all  its  members;  and  no  one, 
looking  forward,  could  have  ventured  to  charge  on 
u  King  and  Queen  of  France,  or  even  on  a  Duk« 
of  Guise,  &c.  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  Massacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew.*     Persecution,  however,  hai 


*  Vide  "  An  Awful  Warning,"  just  published  by  StocWale, 
Fall-Mall. 
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always  been  a  cliaracteristic  of  that  religion  where 
it  had  the  power.  Kvidence,  on  c.Uh,  from  men 
about  to  appear  before  their  Creator,  and  without 
hopes  of  mercy  from  such  confession,  is  recorded 
by  Sir  H.  Musgrave,  as  existing  in  documents  in 
Ireland  ;  tliat  the  iltstruction  of  Heretics  was  me- 
ritorious ;  that  absolution  was  given  prospectively 
by  Bishops  and  Priests  to  those  who  died  in  re- 
bellion in  supporting  the  cause  of  the  Church. 
The  question  is  not,  what  men  of  rank  and  edu- 
cation may  feel,  or  how  they  would  act,  but  what 
the  priests  and  rude  population  would  do  :  and, 
judging  them  from  the  latest  experience,  and  deduc- 
ing their  principles  from  their  own  book  of  in- 
structions at  the  College  (paid  by  the  })ublic  in  a 
great  measure),  surely  cannot  be  hard  usage. — If 
such  priests  and  population  arc  to  be  conciliated 
by  favours  shewn  to  others  rather  than  to  them- 
selves, the  eftect  is  most  unnatural ;  and  their  own 
tejitiniony,  given  in  the  rebellion,  is  preferable  to 
the  authority  or  theory  of  any  others,  and  that 
authority  proves  distinctly  the  reverse.  Among  the 
practices  of  the  Romish  Church,  which  stand  on 
its  own  authority,  should  not  be  omitted  the  invo- 
cation of  the  Virgin  Mary  especially  ;  and  though 
the  act  of  adoration  to  her,  or  any  of  them,  is  dis- 
elaimed,  still  the  practice  of  Ave-Marias,  which  is 
repeated  perhaps  more  frequently,  even  than  prayers 
to  our  Blessed  Saviour,  as  appears  by  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  prayer-book^  extended  to  Ireland 
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by  PopePius  VI.  in  1778,  must  lead  the  igno- 
rant population  to  attribute  ubiquity,  omnipre- 
sence and  intcrcessional  powers  to  her.  To  a^  Pro- 
testant such  conduct  cannot  but  appear  idolatrous  ; 
and  the  alteration  of  the  Commandments,  and  the 
following  explanation  of  what  they  call  the  ninth, 
make  evident  enough  their  own  self-conviction  on 
the  subject !  It  is  as  follows  :— "  Ninth  Command- 
ment. Inward  concupiscence  of  the  flesh,  that 
passes  no  further  than  the  mind ;  as  willingly  ta- 
king pleasure  in  thinking  of  those  things  which 
are  forbidden  to  be  done  by  the  sixth  Command- 
ment." It  is  to  the  authoritative  disjunction,  and 
interpretation,  of  the  Commandment,  that  the  ob- 
servations are  meant  to  apply  ;  for  it  is  well  known 
that  the  first  thing  forbidden  in  it,  is  not  coveting 
the  wife,  but  the  liouse  of  one's  neighbour.  Nor  is 
idolatry  by  name  even  mentioned,  in  their  explana- 
tion, as  prohibited.  With  respect  to  the  worship 
of  Saints,  the  following  extracts  are  offered  for 
consideration, 

Pacre  9.  "  1  commend  my  soul,  and  all  that 
1  am,  to  the  intercession  of  the  glorious  Virgin 
Mary,  my  good  Mother  and  advocate,  to  St. 
Joseph,  and  my  guardian  angel,  and  to  all  the 
Saincs  in  Heaven,  whom  I  most  humbly  beseech 
to  assist  me  at  the  hour  of  my  death." 

Pao-e  24  1.  "  Tiie  Rosary  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
the  hrst  mystery — the  meditation.  Let  us  con- 
template in  this  mystery,  how  the  Angel  Gabriel 
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saluted  our  Blessed  Lady  with  the  full  title  of 
Grace,  and  declared  unto  her  the  incarnation  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Then  say, 
Our  Father  once ;  Hail  Mary,  ten  times." 

Page  251.  "  Hear,  O  merciful  God,  the  prayers 
of  thy  servants,  that  vvc  who  meet  together  in  the 
society  of  the  most  holy  Rosary  of  the  blessed 
Virgin  Mother  of  God,  by  her  intercession,  may, 
}>y  Thee,  be  delivered  from  the  dangers  that  con- 
tinually hang  over  us." 

Page  262.  The  fifth  Mystery.  The  Medita- 
tion— "  Let  us  contemplate  in  this  Mystery,  how 
the  glorious  Virgin  Mary  was,  with  great  jubilee 
and  exultation  of  the  whole  Court  of  Heaven,  and 
particular  glory  of  all  the  Saints,  crowned  by  her 
Son,  with  the  brightest  diadem  of  glory."  The 
Prayer — "  O,  glorious  Queen  of  all  the  heavenly 
citizens,  we  beseech  thee,  accept  this  Rosary, 
which  (as  a  crown  of  roses)  wc  offer  at  thy  feet ; 
and  grant,  most  gracious  Lady,  that  by  thy  in- 
tercession, o\n'  souls  may  be  inflamed  with  so  anient 
a  desire  of  seeing  thee  so  gloriously  crowncj, 
that  it  may  never  die  in  us,  until  it  shall  be  changed 
into  the  happy  fruition  of  thy  blessed  sight." 

Page  2GI.  The  prayer — *'  O,  most  prudent 
Virgin,  who  entering  into  the  heavenly  palace, 
didst  fill  the  holy  angels  with  joy,  and  man  with 
hope,  vouchsafe  to  intercede  for  us  in  the  hour 
of  our  death,  that  being  free  from  the  illusions 
and  temptations  of  the  De^il,  wc   m;n'  joyfully 
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and  securely  pass  out  of   this  temporal  state  t- 
enjoy  the  happiness  of  eternal  life." 

It  is  not  meant  to  be  asserted,  that  any  instance 
establishes  the  fact  of  the  Virgin  Mary  being  de. 
clared  to  be  exalted,  in  the  minds  of  the  Papists, 
to  the  Divinity,  but  that  the  imposition  of  such 
prayers,  by  authority  of  the  Church,  united  with 
the  other  authoritative  injunctions,  viz.  receiving 
the  Sacrament  in  one  kind  (merely  because  the 
Church  wills   it  so,    not    denying   that  it  could, 
equally,    if  it  chose,  give  it  in  both  kinds) ;  the 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  for  denying  which 
our  blessed  Reformers  were  put  to  death  ;  the  doc- 
trine of  the  perpetual    virginity    of   the    Virgin 
Mary;  the  acknowledgment   of  the  truth  of  all 
which  is  demanded,  and  made  to  constitute  proofs 
of  the  necessity  of  the   Church's  authority  and 
infallibility,  because  they  cannot,  some  of  them, 
be  proved  from  Scripture.    These,  and  many  other 
doctrines,  prove  from  their  absurdity,  the  strictness 
of  submission  to  Church  rule  and  authority,  which 
that  religion  requires, —and  how,  even  the  absur- 
dities, and  may  it  not  be  said,  practically,  the  ido- 
latrous practices  of  that  Church,  rivet  the  chains 
upon  its  adherents.     Let  it  then  be  considered, 
whether  any  conscientious  Protestant  ought  to  do 
what  may  tend  to  increase  its  influence  and  pro- 
fession.   The  case  applies  to  the  consciences  of  all 
Protestants.    Will  they  wish  to  make  it  more  pre- 
valent throughout  Ireland  ?  For  the  extension  df 
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JFIwors,  it  must  be  universally  acknowled<i;cd,  must 
tend  to  that  effect.  I  would  ask  men  of  rcli<;ious 
principle,  if  they  think  a  country  deserves  tiie 
blessings  and  protection  of  God's  Providence,  which 
is  indifferent  on  such  a  subject.  That  question 
I  wish  all  conscientious  Protestants  to  consider; 
and  I  would  add,  that  I  am  not  unwilling  to  state 
my  conviction,  and  ground  it  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  rebellion  of  1/98,  that  the  Uoman  Catholic 
religion  would  I  will  not  say  again  cause  a  perse- 
cution in  Ireland  like  that  of  St.  Bartliulomew,  but 
I  fear  would  subject  the  Protestants  to  severe  perse- 
cution :  for  in  the  principles  there  are  and  can  be 
no  change  ;  the  sameness  is  the  foundation  stone  of 
that  Church. 

The  ;;Tand  motive  to  induce  ucquiescence  in  their 
claims,  is  general  conciliation  and  tranquillity  to 
the  empire.  Ihe  cM'ect  in  Cireat-Britaiii  should  be 
well  estimated  and  ascertained,  and,  whether  the 
consL■ience'■^  of  Protestunts  will  be  satisfied  with 
their  hav;n:;'  dop.e  iheir  duty  by  quietly  sulfering 
Ireland  to  become  a  Uoman  Catholic  country.  To 
talk  of  tranquillizing  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, without  going  that  length,  is  absurd  in  the 
highest  degree,  seeing,  as  they  do,  a  different  sect 
from  the  Church  of  England  established  in  Scot- 
land :  and,  (should  the  claims  of  admission  to  Par- 
liament and  all  high  offices  be  conceded)  having  it 
acknowledged  that  tiiere  is  no  <langer  in  tlieir 
religious  tenets,  it  cannot  be  that   the   pojmlation 
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of  Irclund  will  be  satisfied  tliat  they  alone  shall 
not  obtain  their  desires.  It  is^inipossible  to  deny, 
but  the  establishment  of  their  Chureh  must  bo 
admitted  to  obtain  the  objert  of  tranquillity,  if  that 
point  is  to  be  obtained  by  concessions  :  but  it  may 
be  more  than  doubted  if  it  were  to  be  so  obtained, 
jf  they  would  not  then  require  that  the  Monarch 
should  be  allowed  to  be  Roman  Catholic ;  and  would 
ihcy,  could  they,  fail  to  favour  such  an  one  as  was 
The  sanctity  of  the  Coronation  Oath  is  vio- 


so 


lated,  by  hehvj;  made  to  depend  on  the  construction, 
not  of  the  taker  of  it,  but  of  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament ;  and,  with  a  Sovereign  popishly  inclined, 
which  then  might  be,  though  now  it  cannot,  with- 
out ])erjury  and  sacrilege  on  his  part,  and  a  Parlia- 
mcTit  growing  daily  more  indifterent  to  the  Establish- 
ed Church,  as  must  be  expected,  it  is  not  very  pro- 
phetic to  say,  the  Church  must  soon  fall  :  for  if 
now  that  we  all  call  ourselves  Protestants,  we  make 
these  concessions  to  them    for  tranquillity,    what 
^hall  we  next  do  for  the  tame  object,  after  ir.ereasing 
their  power  ? 

The  question  to  England  then  is  of  the  highest 
possible  importance  :  and  to  Ireland  it  cannot  be 
less  so.  The  danger  to  the  Chureh  is  tike  solid, 
the  only  objection  ;  the  only  object  is  general  con- 
ciliation. A  principle  of  the  Ihiion  is  the  main- 
tenance of  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland  in  both  countries.  No  one  can  suppose 
that  a  double  establishment  in  Irelai.d  can  be 
Lf^tinnlv   salis^Ktorv.      No  one  can   s;:y  that  the 
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principles  of  tl-,e  Union,  or  tlic  Coronation  Oalli, 
can  be  maintained  by  allowintr  tlie  Roman  Calliolic 
Churclj  to  be  e«tal)li.slicd  in  the  room  of  the 
Church  now  cstabHshed  :  the  arguments,  therefore, 
for  the  desirableness  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Ciiurch 
tiicre,  instead  of  the  present  Churcii,  are  inadmis- 
sible ;  but  if  two  establishments  could  not  be  satis- 
factory to  the  Roman  Catholic  population,  any 
more  than  to  the  Protestants,  and  if  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Koman  Catholic  religion  alone  cannot 
be,  what  hopes  can  be  entertained  of  satisfying 
Ireland  by  further  concessions  ;  even  of  satisfying 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ?  for  to  concede  all 
these  points,  even  to  Roman  Catholic  Establishments, 
must  be  most  grating  to  the  Protestants  ;  if  indeed 
every  eoncession  must  not  be  so,  except  to  those  of 
strong  political  feelings  and  attachments. 

It  cannot  be  said  but  the  same  means  of  discon- 
tent and  violence  will  remain  which  ever  have 
existed ;  that  the  same  priests  will  remain  to  stir 
up  the  same  po{)ulation  ;  that  the  same  motives  of 
reeking  jjopularity  among  the  Irish  population,  by 
uliieh  any  «re  nov*'  prompted,  from  electioneering" 
or  other  jiurposes,  which  now  exist,  will  continu?  ; 
and  with  resfpect  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Estuhlish- 
mcut,  much  strouger  motives,  even  the  {ii^^hest 
jiossible  sense  ol"  duty,  ninst  actuate  the  Roman 
Catholic  representatives.  No  'jecuvitie?  can  be  ;nven 
lu  jjrevent  their  endeavours  to  obtain  such  a  boon 
iVorn  Parliament  ;  and  the  C<;>ro!uit!0!)   Oath   tir^y 


::'f_ 


,>», 
i''. 


106 


rosTSCRirx. 


be  con?truc-(l  to  bend   to  the  plenary   dispensinj: 
power  oF  Parliament :  a  lit  precedent  to  its  aeknow- 
ledoin-  tliat  of  the  Vo\^  himself.     But  the  most 
hnporumt  object  of  all,  as  it  relates  to  Ireland,   1* 
the  effect  uhich  any  system  will  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce permanently  ;    and  it   should  seem   that  the 
best  mode  of  deteriniuin-  the  p.iiU  would  be  by 
examiuino-  it  under  different  .suppositions. 

In  case  it  should  b.^  determined  to  keep  thmgs 
as  they  are,  it  will  nor  be  .aid  that  discontents  are 
likely'to  be  expressed  in  Creat  Britain  ;  and  it  wdl 
not  be  maintained,  liuwever  any  moiiNXS  o^'  policy 
or  interest  of  a  local  desoipiion,  may  i)rompt  Pro- 
testants in  Ireland  I  o  favor  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  that  they  can  feel  greatly  dissallsOed  by 
peculiar  favor  being  shewn  to  themselves.     To  the 
Konmn  Catholics  in  Ireland  then,  and  the  general 
idect  which  withholding  iurther  (•..ucessions  from 
them  would  produce  in  themselves  is  to  be  enquired; 
and  here  it  is  r.eces.ary  to  remr.rtv  that,  if  refusing 
to  make  more  concessions  viil  ])roduce  discontent, 
tlie  ^ame  result  will  follow  from  refusing  it  so  tar  as 
they  may  require.     But  whatever  discontents  may 
occur,    tlicre   is  no  advocate  for  concessions  who 
uiaiMains  ±.d  liic  will  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catho- 
lies  is  to  fix  tliC  evtent  of  them ;  and  consequently, 
unless  the  mass  of  tlie  population  is  to  be  satisfica 
bvthc  extent  of  concessions   made,  any  which  are 
ira<i.;'  will  only  increase  the  power  of  a  discontent- 
ed llcman  C- thulle  i -v^ialion.     it    i^   impo-;l.' 
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uny  one  can  believe,  that  s;ranting  the  claims  now 
preferred,  can  satisfy  the  Iri'^h  po|)ulitti<»n :  the  de- 
lusion must  very  soon  be  evident  to  them,  and  their 
strength  of  numbers  having  been  made  the  means 
of  producing  advantages  to  others  of  their  religion, 
nmst  make  them  strive    to  obtain   some  for  them- 
selves.    The  next  step  must  be  some  privileges  for 
their  ])riests  in  point  of  stipend  ;  and,  in  this  case, 
supposing  tmy  k^^al    provision     is    made,    while 
nothing  is  withdrawn  from  the  present  Establishe<I 
Church  in    Ireland,    it  will  hardly  be  contended 
that   the     Ronran  Catholic    population    will     feci 
much  indebted  for  an  increase  of  general  taxation. 
Nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  the  mode  in  which  it  caii 
be  arranged  :  some  controul  over  those  to  whom  it 
is  afforded  must  be  necessary,  but  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  it  will  be  granted,  especially  .as   any 
controul,  by  a  Non-Catholic  King,  has  been,  on  al- 
leged principles,  refused.    Here  again  the  observa- 
tion naturally  occurs,   that  as  some  were  willing  to 
grant  favors   on  exjxjctation  of  reciprocal  security, 
so  now,  on    finding  the   principles  of  the  Roman 
Catholic   religion   to  exclude  all  hopes  of  it,    the 
favor  should  be  slwwn,  in  a  greater  degree,    be- 
cause the  principles  are  found  still  more  irreconcil- 
able:    the    wisdom  appears  no   stronger   than  the 
logic  of  such  mode  of  reasoning.     Rut  will  any  on- 
hopo  that  the   establidnnent   of  two  religions   in 
Ireland  can  promote  peace  ?  That  rivalry  nmst  cone 
tiime  as  strong  as  ev.r,  cannot  be  doubted,  till  one 
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has  a  (leciilod  ascendancy.  That,  in  all  elections  and 
all  striif:c;lc's  lor  pixft  rcnce,  the  mass  of  llonian 
Catholics  will  ,nct  as  a  body  no  one  can  doiiht ;  and 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  every  tavur  must  increase 
their  stren;j;th,  and  must  alibrd  an  additional  argu- 
ment to  their  claims  to  have  still  further  eonces- 
sion?  made  them. 

It  is  in  vain,  tlierefore,  to  expect  that  tranquillity 
can   resuU    irom   sueh  a   sLate  orthini!;s;  history, 
conmion  sense,  and  the  deeluratioiis  of  the  rebels 
themselves,    in    17^)S,    contradict  the    supposition. 
But  then  wouhl  even  the  establishment  of  their  own 
religion,   in  room  of  the  church   now  established, 
content  them  ?     Are  they  not  known  to  Ciill  them- 
selves the  Irish  Nation,  to  consider  as  gross  injustice 
their  anccstvjrs  having  been  deprived  of  their  pro- 
jierty  for  acting  in  support  of  their  religious  princi- 
ples ?  and  when  Parliament  shall  declare  that  there 
is  no  danger  from  such  principles,  will  not  a  pre- 
ponderating population  require  the  restitution   of 
property,  for  the  alienation  of  which  no  state  ne- 
cessity any  longer  exists  r  It  may  be  easy  to  attempt 
to  say  that  changes  cannot  now  be  admitted  in  the 
state   of  property ;    but   will    not   their   interests, 
accompanied  by  their  increased  power,  make  them 
look  anxiously  to  cbtiiin  so  substantia!  an  object  ? 

The  argument  from  the  expectation,  at  the  Union, 
on  the  part  of  the  Protestants  and  Roman  Catho- 
lies,  and  from  Mr.  Pitt's  declarations,  I  come  again 
to  allude  to. 
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With  rcippct  to  the  latter,  first:  having  person- 
ally heard  his  statement  in  the  House  of  Conmions, 
that,  befori  the  Union,  no  referenci"  could  be  made, 
with  justice,  to  his  authority  as  to  any  thint;;  like  ii 
pledge,  or  otherwise  than  from  his  having  argued 
J)ypf)tl.fcllc„!ly  of  the  greater  case  and  safety  with 
which   the    Claims   inight   be  argued,    refused,   or 
granted  in  an  United  Parliament,  it  is  niost  unwar- 
rantable to  ground  any  claim  on  that  footing.  What- 
ever hopes  he  might  hold  out  in  quitting  office, 
they  cannot  be  stated  as  pledges  on  the  Union,  for 
that  event  had  occurred   before;  and  his  patriotic 
conduct  in  again  assuming  the  office  of  minister, 
though  his  wishes  no  doubt  remained  the  same, 
proved  how  his  conduct  was,  and  would  be,  guided 
by  considerations  of  practicability  and  conciliation. 
And  moreover  it  should  be  rceollectcd,  that  it  was 
as  a  measure  of  general  conci'iation,  that  INIr.  Pitt 
snpportetl  it ;  and,  unless  it  is  generally  acceptable 
to  the  po])ulation  of  (ireat  Britain,  it  cannot  be 
that.    If  a  notice  is  ever  given  stilting;  a  resolution  of 
Parliament  to  consider  the  fitness  of  granting  indul- 
gencies,  at  a  distant  diy,  that  opinion  will  apjieai. 
Hitherto,  especially  under  the  patriot  high-princi- 
pled niinistcr,  whose  destruction  it  has  pleased  Pro- 
vidence to  permit,  the  nation  has  felt  safe  that  no 
such  event  would  occur.     I'ut  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  Mr.  Pitt  likewise  considered  the  princi- 
ples of   the    Roman    Catholics   to  be  such,  as  to 
admit  of  sufficient   securities  for  the  safety  of  the 
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Chnrch.    That  lie  conceived  he  could  prepare  Hue 
securities  avul  that  they  wuuhl  admit  them,  no  one 
c;m  doubt :  hut  the  only  ones  which  have  ever  been 
^u^'^ested,  they  have  «hsclaimed  and  refused  ;  not  in 
such  manner  as  to  allow  of  any  substitution  if  any 
cfiu'vlly  edict ive,  but  on  principle,  as  incompatible 
with   the  principles  of  their  reli^^ion  ;  if  therefore 
(he  principles  of  their  religion  are  so  n.uch  higher 
than   he    apprehends,  his  authority    in  that  view, 
also,  cannot   be   quoted.    Hut  further,  no  one  can 
say,  notorious  as  the    fact   is  of  the  royal   deter- 
inination  of  the   Soverei-n,   from   a   conscientious 
constrn-tion    of  this   oath,     that    Mr.   I'itt    would 
have  tho.iuht  it  fit  or  decent  to  demand  of  a  Regent, 
actiu}.    in  behalf  of  the  S  .vereign,  to  act  contrary 
to  hi^  conscience  ;  a    c.>nscientious  feelin-   which 
^^;v.  knoun  to  actuate  tl.r  royal  mind  so  Ion-  smce 
;„i;-q:i,  when    Earl   lit/vvdliam    was   Lord   Lieu- 
tcui'u  rf  Ireland.    To    Mr.  I'nt's    auilu^rity    it   is 
Tluiviurc    uH.^t    uniustiliable    to  appeal,  his  latter 
ronduei,  v.l.lioul  inMuuatin-  tlie  U a.i  change  ui 
his  t.piniun,,  fo.bids  such  apj)eal. 

The  cNjvciaf.oiis  of  the  Iri-^h  Protestants  must 
b,  net  co.;.M!lcivd;  and  here  let  it  sufiice  to  state 
^hu;•dy.  tlr.'.t  it  was  evidently  the  sentiment,  ii. 
(.re-.it'liritaiu.  that  the  Irish  Protestant  I'arhame.it 
could  not  uraiit  tiie  claims  of  the  Uonum  Catlioli.-  ; 
aid  not.  •••ioni^tl.at  they  always  most  decidedly  re- 
jected lhe;n  :  it  is  not  therefore  to  be  said  that  they, 
■thcr.u:iamcrt  which  voted  the   Unien,  did  so   jn 
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hopes  of  the    United   Parliament   admitting  the 
claims  of  the  Human  Catholics.     That  the  Roman 
Catholics  mi^hl  hope  for  such  eflect  may   be  true ; 
and  that,  on  other  views,  they   might  have   more 
violently  opposed  it,  is  not  improbable :  but  it  was 
the   Irish   Tarliament  of  Protestants  which   deter- 
mined the  question  ;  and,  if  tliey  did  not  do  it  with 
that  view,  and  if  there  was  nothing  like  pledge  to 
the    Roman    Catholics,    the   exi)cctations   of    the 
Roman  Catholics  can  be  of  no  great  weight.     Be- 
sides,   it   should  not  be  overlooked  that  it  was  felt 
that  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  could  not 
be  conceded,    because,    giving     power     to    them 
might  separate  them     from     British   connection  ; 
does  it  not  then  follow  that  it  must  still  materially 
weaken   it  ?    It  is    in   the  comforts  of  the  lower 
orders,  and  the  principles  of  the   higher  and  weal- 
thier and  more  powerful,  that  the  bond  of  attach- 
ment to  government  subsits  ;  such  would  best  result 
from  the  encouragement,  as  heretofore,  of  the  Pro- 
testant interest,  and  maintenance  of  the  Protestant 
ascendancy. 

A  new  argument  is  now  advanced  when  securi- 
ties  arc  required  —  sficw  ns  our  dangers :  our 
ancestors  knew  them,  and  had  felt  them  ;  many 
suircrcd  i'.i  defence  of  our  religion  ;  the  laws  dis- 
tinctly slatv  the  dangers  by  the  provisions  they 
contain.  But  who  is  there  that  can  doubt,  even 
on  the  ar-uments  of  the  warmest  advocates  for 
the  Rninan  Catholics,  that  extreme  danger  would 
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rxist  :.tlio  arr^unnnt  for  concession  1',  con«llidtlon 
oi\  acrnunt  (.f  t\u)   ninulx'i^t    of  tin*   Irish    Uoiinii 
Ciilholii's,  and  tin-  (l;ni;;crs   to  be  apprtlundfil  li 
tlic-v  arc  not  prat. lied  in  tliclr  wishes.    No<»nc,  wlm 
denies  Uie  rutu.ss  of  cstahlislilni^  their  rdi'^ion,  will 
suiiposc    th.it    u    Roman   Catholic    representation 
wonM  ohject  to  vote  for  such   ohjc(!t  ;  nor  can  anv 
out"  deny,    that  the  most  extreme  (hscont(>nt  \vo\d<l 
be   created   in    the   minds   ot  that   pM^ulation,  on 
fmdinp,',   that   their   almost  nnanimons  rc|)t\   enta- 
tivcs  c(jidd  not  ohtam  lijr  them,  wii  "t,  they  must 
consider  as  of  all   thiuf^s  the   greatest   boon  they 
couid   o!)tain  :  it  would  he   the  iii>i,  duty  of  such 
reprt  ientatives,  and  an  act  of  high  benevolence  ou 
their  jjrincipies,  to  endeavour  to  obtain    such  ob- 
ject; and  who  can   deny  that  ihcir  possessing;  such 
increased  means  to  ol)tain    that  o!>ject,  would  not 
be  a  seri(»us  dan;fer  to  the  Church,  and  one  a|;ainst 
which  no  securities  but  exclusion  can  ;ruard  ? 

In  addition  to  the  cvil>i  and  dan^fcrs  arisioj^  from 
Komish  principles,  those  which  result  from  a  fo- 
Tciiin  s'-vereiirn  iidlnence  are  universallv  confess- 
cd  :  it  being  foreij^n  is  doubtless  a  great  evil,  but 
tlie  nnschief,  even  of  the  foreign  supremacy,  arises 
from  the  nature  of  the  inlluencc,  namely  the 
spiritual  power  which  is  jiossessed  over  the  minds, 
and  in  the  v;tv  controulin"  manner  in  which  tlie 
principles  of  the  Komish  Church  n])hold  that  spi- 
ritual power.  Lti.\t,  o;  reflection,  it  is  to  feared  it 
will  be  found,  not  tliat  this  supremacy  is  not  and 


i 


II  ii,  rontiliation 
Ik*  Irisli  Ituiinn 
■  uj)j)i'(  lu  iidi'il  li 

CS.      No  <»1U',   will) 

u'ir  rdigi'Mi,  will 
(!    ivprosciitiitiDii 
•(;t  ;  uor  can  ai'v 
(lisionliMU  would 
it   population,  on 
inous  rc|)ii  '^L'litn- 
vvli  't,  they   must 
L'utcst   liooii  tlity 
iiihi.  duty  <d*  sui'h 
I)  bL-nevolciicc  ou 
obtain    such  ob- 
if  ])osscssin«?  sucli 
)b;cct,  \V(juld  not 
,  and  one  a|^ainst 
can  ^uard  ? 
rj-i'Vi  :n'isiii<j  froin 
ivsult  from  a  Ib- 
livcrsally   cont'ess- 
s  a  great  evil,  but 
suprouiary,  arises 
ncc,    nami'lv   tbt; 
(1  over  the  minds, 
nner  in  which  tlu) 
I  n])hold  that  spi- 
1,   it  is  to  feared  it 
rcniacy  is  not  and 


rosTscRirr. 


11.1 


must  not  bo  very  «l;int;rrous  to  any  state,  for  the 
liisfory  of  the  worlil  and  common  .«ense  put  that 
ji.ist  all  doiil  ♦^  :  hut,  that  if  an  Irish,  a  natii»nal 
supremacy  should  be  established,  ihe  danger  would 
still  eonliniio  :  the  inHuenee  is  from  the  n'li^ious 
j)rineiple,  and  if  tln'  I'wpc  now,  beiii<4  a  foieii^ner, 
has  the  spiritual  power  over  thoir  niind"*  vvhieh  is  so 
dangerous,  will  not  a  latmnid  I'opr-  have  ccjual 
power?  Will  not  the  iri-h  W'.  i''|Uiilly  attached  to 
him  ?  will  they  be  less  willing  to  obey  his  will,  and 
to  support  his  auth(»rity  ?  hi  any  (|ULstion  relating 
to  HomHU  Catholic  interttsts,  extension  of  priviU'j;es 
or  power,  (and  let  it  not  be  supj)osed  in  matters 
unlawful,  ijut  in  cond)ined  endeavours  legal,  and 
even,  more  than  conscientious,  in  matters  of  clear 
religious  duiy  on  tin.  ir  own  j)ri:iciples,)  will  not  this 
national  I'o;k>  feel  as  ^tron^ly  as  any  of  them  ? 
will  not  his  strent^th  as  Pope,  his  j)ower  as  Pope, 
depeiul  on  his  Irish  adherents  ?  And,  supposing  any 
measures  of  the  Irish  peoj)le,  so  instigated  and  sup- 
porte<l  by  hi:ii,  were  to  be  thought  danjrerous  and 
fit  to  be  suppressed,  where  is  the  man  who  can 
say  that  any  steps  could  be  taken  against  him 
without  producing  a  Popish  rebellion  ? 

To  endeavour  to  escape  from  present  difficulties 
without  considering  whither  a  system  of  expedi- 
ency may  not  produce  much  greater,  cannot  be 
considered  as  acting  like  statesmi'u  ;  and,  if  the 
motives  are  in  truth,  conciliation,  and  unanimity, 
and  felt  to  be  so  essential  on  account  of  the  num- 
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bers  and  strength  of  ihc  Irish  RoiVian  CaJiolics  it 
is  surely  most  unwise  to  add  lo  tiu-ir  strength,  and 
consequently  to  their  numbers  ;  for  increasing  fa- 
vour will  assuredly  tend  to  do   so,  vnthout  g<;^od 
ground  f.)r  thinking  that  the  objeet  will  be  attai-.ucl : 
and    in    objecting   to  eonfer   any   favours     vvhuh 
must  tend  to  perpetuate  the  Roman  Catholie   reli- 
gion in  Ireland,  I  feel  that  I  am  advocatmg  the 
cause  which   would   most   n.aterially  benefit  that 
description  of  my  fellow  subjects  ;  convinced  as  I 
liavc  ever  felt,  that,    from  their  subjection  to  the 
ignorance  and  tyranny  of  the  spiritual  thraldom  to 
vvhich  they  are  thereby  exposed,  their  grievances 

principally  arise. 

On  the  whole  the  result  appears  to  be  this :  that, 
from    referring  to    all   the    latest  authorities   and 
practices  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  there  is  no 
chau.n.    in  principles,    nor,    when    occasions   call 
thenT  forth,    of  the  practir.l  effect  of  such  prin- 
ciples on  them  whose  ease  ,s  before  us,  namely  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  population  ;  that  it  is  in  vam 
to  hope  to  satisfy  tlu-m,   without  granting  a  great 
deal  more  than  any  <>ne  has  yet  contended  ouglit  to 
he  granted  to  tliem  ;  (it  is  not  meant  to  be  insinu- 
ated tl^at  m<.re  vvill  not  be  proposed  if  any  more  is 
grruicdncw,  for  the  downhill  road  of  conccssj.ms  r. 
nostcasv,  itrcHuiiTSonly,  as  it  were,  to  submit  to 
lie  mechanical  laws  of  gravitation,  and  to  sail  with 
the  stream)  ;  that  it  is  merely  ibr  tlie  sake  of  eon- 
filiating  them  and  securing  their  zealous  aitaeh- 
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xnent  to  the  national  cause,  that  concession  can  bt;  at 
all  justified  ;   if  therefore  there  are  no  well-fuunded 
hopes  of  giving  permanent  content  and  producing 
pcrmanen*^^  unanimity,  it  is  only  a  weak  procrastina- 
tion of  the  evil  day  \vhen  a  stand  must  be  maile,  to  a 
time  when,  l)y  concessions  having   been   profusely 
granted,  it  will  be  tar  more  difVicult  to  resist  their 
demands  ;  for   the   assistance  of  the  loyal  British 
hearted  Protestant  will  be  weakened  in  y)roportiou 
as  favours  are  extended  to   the  Roman  Catholics, 
by   which  they  will  be  strengthened.    It  will  fol- 
low then,  that,  in  this  vi(>vv,  no  further  concession 
should  be  made.     It  appens   also,    that  the   real 
controling  authority  proceeds  from   the  principles 
which  they  profess  ;  and  that,  allhough  the  existence 
of  danger  from  a  foreign  supremuey  is  acknowledged 
to  be  neces^sarily  great,  yet  substituting  a  local  or 
national  one,  could    nol  remove  it ;  that  the  evils 
therefore  of  divided  feelings  and   divided  views  arc 
unavoidable  ;  and  that,  wlu'.tever  securities  might  ba 
proposed,  all  except  exekuion  would  be  found  un- 
availing, as  each  step  conceded  nuist  lead  to  the 
demand  of  another  being  taken  ;  for  the  principles 
contained  in  that  religi')n  must  ever   make   those 
who  profess  them  seek  to  advance  its  interests  to 
the  utmost,    and  against  legal  exertions  no  secu- 
rities can  provide ;  but  every  addition  of  the  strength 
uf  power  to  that  of   numbers,  which   is  given  to 
the  Irish   Roman  Catholics,  must  prompt  them  to 
seek  for   their  tVJI   wishes,     It   appears  alvo.  that 
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the  very  evil  of  division  must  bo  promoted  ])y  con- 
cession, for,  to  secure  and  continue  his  full  influ- 
ence, il  will  be  rendered  the  decided  interest  and 
policy  of  the  leaders  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to 
keep  up  the  distinction  and  peculiarities  of  their 
religion, — that,  to  those  who  will  refleci,  it  must 
surely  appear  clear,  that  it  is  only  by  temperately 
supporting;-  that  description,  whose  attachment  is 
decidedly  fixed  by  every  feeling,  interest,  and  prin- 
ciple to  the  British  connection,  and  by  doing  eviry 
thing  practicable  to  promote  the  internal  peace  and 
prosj)erity  of  Ireland,  that  we  can  hope  to  weather 
the  storms  we  are  encompassed  with,  and  wait 
God's  time  for  cnliglitening  the  minds  of  those, 
whose  darkened  ju<lgments  make  them  still  retain 
a  religion,  from  the  principles  of  which  the  discord 
necessarily  proceeds. 
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